

Immigration to Israel falls 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Immigration in the first half of the year fell by 
two-thirds from the same period in 1991, and a group aiding Soviet 
immigrants on Friday blamed the drop on potential newcomers' 
feats of not getting jobs. Debra Upson, spokeswoman fro the 
Zionist Forum, said more dun 100,000 Jews from the former 
Soviet Union have completed immigration procedures but have 
delayed coming because they bear at home about Israel's economic 
probl ems. “The primary reason for the depressed immigration 
from the former Soviet Union is the unemployment crisis in ' 
. Israel,'’ she said. Israel's unemployment rale is 11-5 per cent, but 
Ms. Upson said the rate among new Russian immigr a nt^ is about 
40 per cent Jews from the former Soviet republics have made op 
the vast majority of die wave of more than 400,000 i m m i gra nt * to 
Israel since nrid-1989. But the numbers have steady dropped since 
hitting a peak in 1990. 
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4-year-old shot dead in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — Israeli soldiers killed a 
four-year-old Palestinian boy when they opened fire at a car in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, the army and Palestinians said on Saturday. An 
army spokeswoman said soldiers in Khan Yunis on Friday afternoon bad 
thopght wanted Palestinians were in a car that turned into a side street 
instead of stopping at a roadblock. "Soldiers at rite roadblock... fired into 
the air several times. When the car didn't stop they shot several times at 
the car's tyres," the spokeswoman said. Palestinians said the gunfire killed 
four-year-old Naim Abu Amouna who was in the vehidc with his father. 
They said die boy’s father had avoided the roadblock because he would be 
fined for not carrying a driver’s license and car insurance papers. 
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Arabs endorse continued 
peace talks, urge Israel 
to show its seriousness 


Baker suggests bilaterals 
in Washington on Aug. 1 0 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Arab foreign ministers endorsed 
a new round of Middle East 
peace talks on Saturday but said 
they saw no substantial change in 
the policies of the new Israeli 
government of Yitzhak Rabin. 

The ministers of Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and the bead of foreign 
relations at die Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) made 
rf the announcement after two days 
of talks in Damascus. 

“The Arab parties affir m their . 
support for the peace process and 
their readiness to resume die 
bilateral talks as soon as possi- 
ble,” Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa told a news 
conference. 

However, he said the ministers 
“found that the new Israeli gov- 
ernment has not so far* despite 
the change of tone and style, 
expressed its commitment for 
establishing a just, comprehen- 
sive and permanent peace in the 
region." 

Mr. Sharaa, reading a state- 
ment approved by the meeting, 
said th<* ministers called for FLO 
participation in the peace talks 
along with Palestinians from 
Jerusalem and those living out- 
side the Israeli-occupied territor- 


ies, demands winch were rejected 
by former hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir . 

Sources at die meeting said the 
ministers decided to leave it to 
the United States, the sponsor of 
the peace talks, to decide on the 
time and venue for the next ses- 
sion. 

The meeting reiterated-that the 
Arabs will attend the sixth round 
of bilateral talks, irrespective of 
the perceived “ambiguity" in die 
stands of Mr. Rabbi. 

The statement wrapped up a 
two-day meeting which convened 
Friday to* evaluate U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker’s latest trip 
to the region and ensure tighter 
Arab coordination. 

Mr. Baker met with Israeli, 
Palestinian, Jordanian, Syrian, 
Lebanese, Egyptian and Saudi 
officials during his trip winch 
ended Friday. 

“The new Israeli government 
has not expressed yet — despite 
die relative change in tone and 
style — its commitment to the 
basic principles of comprehensive 
and just peace in the region,” 
said die statement. 

That was a reiteration of the 
Arabs' complaint that Mr. Rabin, 
like faJs hardline predecessor Yit- 


zhak Shamir, has not publicly 
endorsed the principle of trading 
land in return for peace with the 
Arabs. 

The statement said die partici- 
pants have been informed that 
Mr. Rabin's government planned 
to “distance itself from the policy 
of procrastination and obstruc- 
tion followed by the former 
Israeli government.” 

Bat, it added, the Arabs “ex- 
pect evidence of (fiat in the sixth 
round of talks.” 

Mr. Baker said in Manila on 
Saturday the United States would 
Klee to see the peace talks resume 
in Washington on Aug. 10. 

Mr. Raboi has said he wants to 
revitalise the peace talks, but Mr. 
Sharaa said on Friday the minis- 
ters had agreed his announce- 
ment of a partial freeze on bund- 
ing new Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories did not go far 
enough. 

The heads of the Syrian, 
Lebanese, Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian teams to the Middle East 
talks attended the Damascus 
meeting. 

The Palestinian delegation led 
by Haider Abdul Shall sat behind 

(Continued on page 5) 


MANILA (Agencies) — Putting 
Mideast peace talks on a fast 
track, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker said Saturday be 
would like Arab and Israeli nego- 
tiators to begin anew Aug. 10 in 
Washington. 

In Rome, the Italian Foreign 
Ministry said Mr. Baker had told 
Italy that the next round of Mid' 
die East peace talks will be held 
in Washington and not Rome. 

A statement said Mr. Baker, 
who ended a tour of the Middle 
East on Friday, told Foreign 
Minister Vincenzo Scotti that 
there had emerged a willingness 
to “put a more intense rhythm on 
the talks" with a “more direct 
involvement of the co-sponsors.” 

The United States and Russia 
are co-sponsoring the talks. 

“In light of such an evolution, 
die message (from Mr. Baker to 
Mr. Scotti) said both sides felt it 
was opportune to meet in 
Washington to resume the nego- 
tiations,” the statement said. 

Mr. Baker said he hoped Rome 
would be able to be used in the 
future as a venue for either bi- 
lateral or multilateral talks. 

Mr. Baker, arriving in Manila 
for a meeting of the association of 
southeast Asian nations, said at a 
news conference that not all the 
parties had accepted the starting 
date. But he said the United 
States “would wholeheartedly en- 
dorse” iL 

Four rounds of peace talks 


have been held, the last ending in 
late April in Washington. 

Mr. Baker's call for restarting 
negotiations in just 16 days is 
likely to smooth over whatever 
differences on a starting time 

might re main . 

The talks were supposed to 
reopen in Rome at an unspecified 
date. But recently elected Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
went along with the Arab prefer- 
ence for Washington. 

Mr. Rabin’s moves to restrict 
die construction of settlements 
for Jews in die occupied territor- 
ies also pleased the Bush adminis- 
tration. 

The payoff is likely to be an 
election-year decision by Presi- 
dent George Bush to grant Israel 
guarantees for $10 billion in com- 
mercial bank loans to help absorb 
a tidal wave of immigrants. 

Mr. Baker indicated that Mr. 
Rabin, who is expected to visit Mr. 
Bush in Kennebunkport, Maine, 
next month, had told him of 
other, still-unannounced meas- 
rues to drastically scale down 
settlement activity. 

“All the parties would like the 
discussions resumed at die ear- 
liest opportunity,” Mr. Baker 
said. “The exact date and loca- 
tion is not agreed to by all the 
parties.” 

But be* then endorsed Aug. 10 
as the starting date and Washing- 
ton as the site. 






Government 
takes control 
of Geagea’s 
main base 

'BEIRUT AP) — The Lebanese 
army on Saturday tightened the 
grip on the rightist Christian 
Lebanese Forces militia and 
peacefully’ moved into its com- 
mand headquarters in east 
Beirut 

The move followed a govern- 
ment decision early in the week 
to regain control of government 
buildings controlled by rival mili- 
tias during the 1975-1990 civil 
war. 

A tank-led force sealed off the 
seaside Karan tina district, which 
boosed the Christian militia’s war 
council headquarters,, at 3 a.m. 
(0000 GMT) without reJ stance, a 
militia source said. 

The source said Lebanese 
Forces commander Samir Geagea 
and bis wife, Sitrida, were in the 
compound when the army moved 
in. 

The war council is part of the 
government-run Karan tina Hos- 
pital, which specialises in respira- 
tory diseases. 

Hie source said Mr. Geagea 
and his wife remained after army 
troops moved in. 

“Geagea had decided to turn 
over the building to the army. His 
bodyguards had orders not to 
confront the army," the source 
said. 

He said Mr. Geagea might 
move to Ghadras, north of 
Beirut, where the Lebanese. 
Forces owns a fortified com- 
pound. 

The army command withheld 
comment on the development, 
but police said no violence was 
reported in the Karantma district 
as the 100-strong army force 
moved in. 

There were no reports of 
arrests. 

A government statement said 
the Shiite Muslim Amal militia, 
the Druse -Progressive Socialist 
Party and the fundamentalist 
Shiite Islamic Amal militia also 
had peacefully turned over gov- 
ernment buildings they had con- 
trolled in south Beirut, the Shouf 
mountains southeast of the capit- 
al and the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

Army troops on Friday moved 
into the studios of die Lebanese 
Forces-ran Lebanese Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (LBC) television 
station in the Christian town of 
Jouniyeh north of Beirut. 

The four-storey twin-building, 
originally owned by the Educa- 
tion Ministry, was controlled by 
the LBC m 1985. 

The LBC said it was moving its 
equipment, studios and staff to 
another building it owns north of 
BdtniL 

“We welcome the government 
decision to regain control of its 
buildings and facilities through- 
out Lebanon,” the LBC said in a. 
statement. 


House panel recommends three 
ex-ministers be tried for graft 


By Nenneea Murad 

Jordan Times. Staff Reporter . 

AMMAN — A special panel of 
the Lower House of Parliament, 
which has been investigating cor- 
ruption cases in Jordan .in the 
pre-democracy days, has recom- 
mended that the House indict 
three former senior officials, in- 
cluding a prime minister, on 
charges of complicity in the mis- 
use of government funds. 

The recommendation of the 
panel, called foe Investigations 
Committee, has to be ratified by 
a two-thirds majority of foe 80- 
member House before foe three 
may be referred to trial by a 
special court chaired by foe 
speaker of foe Upper House 
(Senate). A date has been set for 
Monday to discuss the commit- 
tee’s recommendation and vote 
on it. 

If passed by the House, the 
case mil be foe first corruption 
case to go to the special court, 
which is known as the Higher 
Council, in foe aftermath of re- 
sults readied in 1990 of investiga- 
tions by the prosecutor-general. 
Those investigations implicated, 
at least seven former mhusteis in 
various cases of corruption and 


misuse of public funds. 

“The Investigations Commit- 
tee r eco mm ends that (names of 
the three officials) be indicted in 
the A1 Jafr A1 Azraq highway 
project,” die committee's recom- 
mendation said, according to a 
member of the group, who spoke 
to the Jordan Tunes on condition 
of anonymity. Besides the former 
prime minister, the three officials 
in question include a former 
minister of public works and an 
ex-minister of finance. 

According to the Jordanian 
Constitution, ministers (former 
as well as current) are tried by the 
Higher Council, which, besides 
being chaired by foe speaker of 
Senate, indu d es five judges and 
three senators. 

According to Artide 56 of the 
Constitution, “the Lower House 
of Parliament has foe right to 
accuse ministers but indictment 
needs a two-thirds majority of foe 
members of the House of Parlia- 
ment.” 

“We made our recommenda- 
tion based on the evidence pre- 
sented to us and we found enough 
information to support our deci- 
sion, including a previous indict- 
ment by foe prosecutor-general 
of one of the three officials in this 


case," the c ommi tt e e mem- 
bers- told foe Jordan Times. 

The prosecutor-general said in 
a report in July 1990 that the 
former public works minister had 
disregarded the recommenda- 
tions of several technical commit- 
tees, including the consultancy 
firm winch had carried out a 
feasibility study, and recom- 
mended to foe prime minister 
that a contract to build a highway 
linking A1 Azraq with Al Jafr be 
awarded to a combination of In- 
dian companies at a cost of 
JD35,916,159 in 1987. 

According to the preseentor- 
general’s report at the time, the 
minister’s recommendation that 
foe road be of reinforced cement, 
despite the fact that Jordan had 
not been used to mam taming 
cement roads, cost foe treasury a 
loss of as much as JD20 million in 
light of parallel offers for asphalt 
roads. 

Foghennorc, the report by the 
prosecutor-general, which was 
presented to the House, said the 
project was not awarded after a 
tendering process, and there was 
no mention of any parallel offer. 
However, the report found that 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. seen confident of progress 
in peace process ahead of polls 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An American prop- 
osal that Washington host the 
next round of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in early August is widely 
seen in Amman as a sign of the 
Bush administration's confidence 
that agreement on foe major 
points of contention in die Mid- 
dle East conflict could be readied 
before foe November presidential 
Elections and to ensure that the 
man who launched the process 
remain dose to die negotiations. 

Parallel to the actual negptia-' 
tions, consideration is also given 
to an idea for a meeting of Arab 
and Israeli foreign ministers in 
Washington to give a new 
momentum to the peace process, 
according to Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. ' 

“It’s, correct that there’s some 
thought being given to this," Mr. 
Peres told Israel Television last 
week without giving details. Re- 
ports from Cairo also indicated 
that an Arab-Israeli foreign 
ministers’ meeting could be in foe 
works. 

U.S. Secretary of States James 
Baker suggested Washington as 
foe venue for the next round of 
I- ’ / .era! talks to Arab negotiators 
law week against foe backdrop of 
a series, of conciliatory gestures 


made by the new Labour-led 
g overnm ent in Israel and his own 
latest peace mission to foe Middle 
East. 

Arab and U.S. officials have 
confirmed that the idea was 
raised by foe U.S. secretary and it 
was to be discussed al this week’s 
meeting in Damascus of die fore- 
ign ministers of Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon and foe bead of foe 
political department of foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Reports from Damascus 
included that the meeting decided 
to leave it to foe U.S. to- finalise 
foe venue and date for die bi- 
laterals. No comment was avail- 
able on foe suggestion for an 
Arab-Israeli meeting at ministe- 
rial level. 

In Manila on Saturday, Mr. 
Baker said he had also suggested 
Aug. 10 as the date for the next 
round for bilaterals. 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, chief 
Palestinian delegate to the peace 
talks, told Jordan Television 
Thursday that the Palestinians 
would not mnftl haring Washing- 
ton as the veriue for the immedi- 
ate next round of foe talks- in- 
early August before moving to 
Rome. This falls in line with 
reports that foe Italians have said 
that Rome would be able to host 
the event only in late August or 
early September in view of the 


needed preparations. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said he ex- 
pected that the Damascus meet- 
ing would endorse the proposal 
for one round of talks in 
Washington. However, it re- 
mained unclear what the position 
would be if the negotiations were 
to be on a continuous basis as 
suggested by Arabs as well as 
Israelis. 

Italy's new ambassador to Jor- 
dan. Romualdo Bettini, said he 
was “informally” told that foe 
Rome talks could be held in late 
August or early September, but 
he was not aware of any definite 
plans or dates. 

The Italian foreign minister is 
scheduled to visit the Middle 
East, including Syria and Israel, 
in foe first week of August. 

According to a senior Jorda- 
nian official, “the venue for the 
talks is no longer important since 
the (political) climate has 
changed and there are signs that 
progress could be made in die 
peace process." 

An Israeli political source was 
quoted by the Associated Press as 
saying Friday that the Jewish 
state saw no reason to move foe- 
next ' round from Rome to 
Washington. 

The source said he was una- 
ware of any proposal to move foe 

( Continue d om pegs 5) 


4 killed in 

Algerian 

violence 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — - Four 
people were lolled and 12 injured 
in clashes between Muslim fun- 
damentalists and security forces 
in two Algerian towns, a news- 
paper and the official news agen- 
cy APS reported on Saturday. 

Automatic gunfire was heard 
early on- Saturday after a bomb 
exploded in a phone box in Al 
Khroub, 36 kfiometres east of 
Constantine in eastern Algeria, 
APS reported. It did not say if 
there were any casualties. 

Three people t inducting two 
women, were killed at Ber- 
rouaghia, 73 kilometres south of 
Algiers, in a dash on Friday after 
a demonstration organised by 
supporters of foe banned fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

Ten protesters were injured 
and dozens arrested, the Arab 
language paper Al Khabar said. 

The protesters, led by women, 
chanted fundamentalist slogans 
as they left the Al Fatah mosque 
and ignored warning shots fired 
by the security forces, the paper 
said. The were protesting against 
the jailing last week of FIS lead- 
ers. 

APS, quoting police sources, 
also said that one person died and 
two were injured in dashes on 
Friday between Muslim fun- 
damentalists and security forces 
at Djelfa bordering foe Sahara 
Desert, 240 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Police fired teargas grenades 
and warning shots to disperse 
crowds chanting slogans in favour 
of the FIS. 

The crowd responded by plac- 
ing women and children in foe 
front ranks, Algiers Radio said. 
The report did not specify 
whether women or children were 
among the victims. 

The dash came a week after 
unrest broke out in several Alge- 
rian cities, leaving at least six 
people dead, to protest prison 
terms for seven FIS leaders. 

The movement's top chieftains, 
Abassi Madam and Ali Belhadj, 
received the stiff est sentences, 12 
years for fomenting rebellion dur- 
ing an election campaign in 1991. 

The immensely popular fun- 
damentalist party had been pro- 
testing electoral roles it perceived 
as biased against it. Subsequent 
unrest led at least 55 deaths and a 
four-month state of emergency. 

When foe elections were finally 
held last December, the front 
easily won the first round. The 
military seized power in January, 
cancelled foe second round, ban- 
ned the party and threw 
thousands of fundamentalists in 
detention camps. 

Armed Islamic bands have 
since waged a low-level war 
against the 'security forces. 



Bis Mqjesty King Hussein Saturday receives Indonesian Trade 
-Minister Arifin Siregar (Petra photo) 


Jordan 
invited 
to NAM 
summit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Satur- 
day received an official invitation 
to attend a summit of the Non- 
Aligned Movement to be held in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, in Septem- 
ber. The invitation was contained 
in a message delivered to His 
Majesty King Hussein by an In- 
donesian minister and presiden- 
(Continoed on page 5) 


Anbari says progress made 
towards ending Iraq crisis 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq's U.N. ambassador. 
Abdul Amir Al Anbari, said on 
Saturday he had achieved prog- 
ress with U.N. officials on allow- 
ing weapons inspectors into 
Baghdad’s agriculture ministry 
but a deal was not yet finalised. 

A U.N. spokeswoman said the 
meeting between Mr. Anbari and 
Mr. 'Rolf Ekens, head of the 
U.N. special commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq's war 
machine, would continue over a 
working lunch. 

Mr. Anbari told reporters after 
a two-hour session with Mr. 
Ekeus: “We have not finalised 
anything bnt we will resume our 
discussions.” 

“We are talking about the 
modalities and we are seeing eye 
to eye on so many things,” he 
said. “A few things meed -to- be 
finalised.'' 

“I hope one more session and 


everything will be over,” he 
added. 

Modalities is the term used for 
bow the ministry, suspected of 
containing documents on ballistic 
missiles and other weapons, 
would be inspected. 

Mr. Anbari in his brief remarks 
to reporters appeared less 
euphoric than before he went to 
his meeting with Mr. Ekeus. 

He said at that time, “I believe 
we have reached an agreement." 

Mr. Ekeus has been holding 
talks with Mr. Anbari over foe 
last two days in an effort to 
resolve foe impasse which has led 
to veiled threats of militaxy action 
from the United States, Britain 
and France. 

His weapons inspectors had 
been conducing a vigfl in front of 
foe ministry since July 5, suspect- 
ing that it contained documenta- 
tion of ballistic missiles and other 
weapons programmes. 


On Friday, Mr. Ekeus said five 
members of foe seven-man team 
had left Baghdad for Bahrain 
because Iraq was no longer able 
to guarantee their safety and they 
needed a rest. Two others re- 
mained behind while another 65 
conducted inspections elsewhere 
in the country. 

President George Bush, mean- 
while, was meeting with his top 
military aides to assess Iraq's 
defiance of U.N. sanctions and to 
decide on steps to end the inter- 
national standoff. 

Among those present were 
Vice-President Dan Quayle, De- 
puty Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburgcr, Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Chairman Colin Powell, 
National Security Advisor Brent 
Scowcroft and Robert Gates, 
director of Central Intelligence’ 
Agency (CIA). 


Barcelona 

Olympics 

begin 

BARCELONA (AP) — Bird 
people flew around the flower 
people and red, bine and yel- 
low stick figures made a col- 
ourful opening to the games of 
the' XXV Olympiad on Satur- 
day, officially starting the Oly- 
mipcs. 

Planes flew low over foe 
Olympic Stadium on foe Mont- 
jmc HID leaving trails of red, 
green, black and yellow smoke 
while performers on the field 
added their touch with cannis- 
ters of red smoke. 

King Juan Carlos arrived 
and watched the opening cere- 
monies from the stands, and 
later declared the games offi- 
cially open. 

This city of 1.7 million tried 
for 72 years to most foe games, 
and held nothing bade when 
the games finally opened at a 
stadium optimistically built 60 
years ago for that purpose. 

A chant of “Hola Hola 
Hola" (“Hello Hello Hello”) 
went up shortly after the start 
of the cere mo nies, which in- 
cluded a white blimp with the 
dog mascot Gobi. 

Rows of white-clad dancers 
fo r m ed the Olympic rings and 
per fo r m ed foe 1,000-year-old 
dance of Catalan, the Sardana. 

Catalan is an auto mo us re- 
gion of Spain with Barcelona 
as its capital. 

Organisers arranged the first 
race of foe games between a 
towering, mechanised her- 
cnles, the hero of Greek* 
mythology, and some lumber- 
ing mortals. Hercules wins, of 
course, as be did at foe first 
Olympics he organised around 
736 B.C-, as the legend goes. 

That was to be foe center- 
piece of the lavish, three-hour 
opening ceremony combining 
legend, history and surrealism 
into a gaudy show reflecting 
foe spirit of this ancient- 
modern city. 

Singers, acrobats, gymnasts, 
jets, helicopters, cute kids and 
sexy high-fashion models all 
were on hand, along with a 
Flamenco dancer in purple 
shoes who ended her perform- 
ance by running down foe. 
steep steps from the stage and 
riefing off on a horse with her 
lover. 


Jordan urges diplomatic 
solution to Iraq stalemate 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordan called Satur- 
day for a diplomatic solution to 
the standoff between Baghdad 
and the United Nations. 

“Jordan is against any military 
escalations or confrontations and 
our position has not changed 
since foe beginning of the Gulf 
crisis,” Information Minister 
Mahmoud Sharif said. 

After Iraq's Aug. 2, 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, Jordan tried to 
mediate a diplomatic solution and 
opposed the military option advo- 
cated by the United States and its 
allies. 

Jordan's position coupled with 
vast popular support in the King- 
dom for Iraq’s defiance of the 
West painted Jordan as pro- 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We are advocates of a quiet 
and balanced dialogue," Mr. 
Sharif told the Associated Press. 
“Wbat is needed now is a calm 
political solution to the conflict.” 

“We have not heard before of a 
war being launched, where inno- 
cent children women and men get 
killed for the sake of only sear- 
ching a ministry,” Mr. Sharif 
said. 

He said that the Jordanian 
cabinet has not yet discussed the 
development, and was awaiting 
Baghdad’s response to the world 
body on a compromise proposal 
to defuse foe conflict over U.N. 
weapons inspectors' access to re- 
cords. 

Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to 
London also favoured continued 
negotiations but said his country 
would do its part to help foe allies 
in event of an allied military 
strike against Iraq. 

“I don’t think diplomacy 
should ever be given up on. This 
is giving way to despair. Even 


when nations engage in war, they 
continue diplomacy,” Ambassa- 
dor Ghazi Al Gofoaibi said in a 
television interview Friday night 
in Britain. 

“Right now, all the signals 
coming from New York where all 
-the action is, do not indicate that 
we are at the last hour or that 
there is a specific deadline and I 
dont think it is wise at this point 
to enforce such a deadline,” he 
said. 

However, Mr. Gozhubi said: 

“Nobody has said that war is 
inevitable, but if war comes, or if 
a military . strike comes, Saudi 
Arabia will do its part this time 
around as it did it the first time.” 

Most of the pro-go vemment 
media in the Gulf has played up 
the reports of imminent strike on 
Iraq but refrained from much 
comment, habitual when they are 
not in favour. 

Among those who did com- 
ment, the Abu Dhabi 
government-owned Al Ittihad 
blasted the Iraqi regime “for 
pushing (Iraq) into a station they 
can no longer bear. 

In Saudi Arabia, the papers are 
directed criticism to the Iraqi 
government alone, with evident 
sympathy for the Iraqi nation 
running through. 

The most add comment came 
understandably from Kuwait. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem 
Al Sabah issued a statement Fri- 
day saying the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment appreciated the “decisive 
stand of the international com- 
munity in a bid to force the Iraqi 
regime to abide fully with all the 
U.N. resolutions.” 

Newspaper editorials echoed 
these remarks, with Kuwaitis in 
general supporting any military 
action that would weaken the 
Iraqi regime. 
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U.N. chief proposes relief and 
peacekeeping throughout Somalia 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. Secretary-Genera] Boutros 
Ghaii on Friday proposed a mas- 
sive relief programme for Soma- 
lia, including an aid airlift, the 
addition of peacekeeping forces 
and political reconciliation 
attempts. 

The secretary-general, in a re- 
port to the Secunty Council, said 
the country was threatened with 
mass starvation because of tribal 
and dan warfare and lack of 
government. 

He said he would dispatch a 
technical team to Somalia as soon 
as possible to study the feasibility 
of expanding U.N. operations 
into four regions: Berbers in the 
northwest, Bossasso in the north- 
east, Mogadishu the central 
rangelands and Kismayo in the 
south. 

In a separate statement be 
warned against introducing newly 
printed Somalia currency notes, 
which had been ordered by the 
old regime and were being circu- 
lated north of Mogadishu. 

“Given the unstable situation 
prevailing in Somalia today and 
in particular the increasing ten- 
sion in Mogadishu, the circula- 
tion of this currency might be- 
come the cause of renewed open 
hostilities,” be said. He did not 
assign blame but said the curren- 
cy should be withdrawan. 

On Thursday be admonished 
the Security Council for trying to 


expand U.N. peacekeeping in 
Bosnia and said Somalia was 
equally in need of help and had 
received far less. The council has 
approved 15.600 peacekeepers 
for Yugoslavia and an airlift for 
Sarajevo. 

About l.S Bullion Somalis are 
in danger of starving in the next 
few weeks and another 4.5 mil- 
lion need assistance, according to 
Mohammad Sahnoun, the U.N. 
special representative for 
Somalia. 

The Security Council has 
approved in principle a 500-man 
armed infantry force: to safeguard 
shipments of food "and humanita- 
rian supplies in and around 
Mogadishu from its port. The 
soldiers have yet to be deployed. 

Fifty ceasefire observers for 
Mogadishu are being deployed 
and the 500 troops are expected 
to be deployed later. 

The secretary-general's prop- 
osal must be approved by the 
Security Council. It was not 
known when the council would 
consider his report. 

“U.N. efforts need to be en- 
larged so that it can help bring 
about an effective ceasefire 
throughout the country, while at 
the same time pressing forward 
with parallel efforts to promote 
national nxonriliatkfn,’' Dr. Gha- 
ii wrote. 

In each zone a consolidated 


U.N. operation would carry out 
four major tasks: Humanitarian 
activities, emergency relief and 
rehabiliation; ceasefire monitor- 
ing and containment of potential 
conflicts; security, demobilisation 
and disarmament of armed fac- 
tious and national reconciliation 
through conciliation and media- 
tion. 

An airlift is needed, he said, 
because the most destitute people 
live in the interior and do not 
have access to ports. 

“The mounting of an urgent 
airlift operation may be the only 
way to reach those areas and 
should be undertaken as soon as 
posable,” he said, appealing for 
short landing and take-off air- 
craft. 

Dr. Ghaii said thhe technical 
team would examine the feasibil- 
ity of an arms-for-food exchange 
programme. They would also in- 
vestigate how to adequately arm 
and equip U.N. personnel, 
whether U.N. security forces 
need to escort and protect huma- 
nitarian activities and personnel, 
and whether the U.N. will play a 
role in helping reestablish local 
police forces. 

The U.N. chief called the 
security situation In Mogadishu 
precarious. Looting and banditry 
are widespread problems and 
attacks on U.N. and other per- 
sonnel have increased recently. 


Iraqi papers defiant in face of threats 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi news- 
papers were defiant in face of 
military threats Saturday after 
reports that officials in Baghdad 
might compromise in their con- 
frontation with the U.N. Security 
Council. 

“The language of threats which ' 
is being escalated by the imperial- 
ist circles cannot influence our 
national positions and indepen- 
dent decision-making.'* the gov- 
ernment daily A1 Jomhouriya 
said. 

Iraq's U.N. ambassador, 
Abdul Amir A1 Anbari. said Fri- 
day that Baghdad was studying a 
proposal to end a standoff involv- 
ing U.N. weapons inspectors who 
were denied access to a govern-* 
meat building earlier this mortal. 

President George Bush called 
in his national security advisers to 
a Saturday meeting to discuss 
Iraq's “across-the-board” de- 
fiance of the United Nations. 

Mr. Anbari said he expected a 
reply • to the compromise propos- 
al on Saturday and .“I got the 
impression that the reply will be 
very positive." 

There was no official word 
from Baghdad in the official 


media by noon. 

However, the Iraqi News 
Agency, monitored in Nicosia, 
carried exceprts of commentary 
from Baghdad newspapers. 

The army daily A1 Qaddissiya 
said Iraq has folly cooperated 
with the United Nations in all its 
obligations with Golf war cease- 
fire resolutions “although Iraq 
was aware that all these resolu- 
tions were unjust." 

It said the U.N. inspection 
teams were hying to humiliate 
Iraq and deprive it of its national 
dignity. 

The inspection team denied ac- 
cess to the agriculture ministry in 
Baghdad oh July 5 maintained a 
vig9‘ outside foe building until 
Wednesday, when it withdraw 
because of hostile demonstrations 
and harassment 

Most of the team members left . 
Baghdad on Friday, • as Mr. 
Anbari took to his superiors a 
proposal that smaller groups en- 
ter the budding to determine if a 
foil-scale inspection was neces- 
sary. 

The inspectors believed die 


building houses documents and 
material on Iraq’s ballistic, che- 
mical, biological and nuclear 
weapons programmes, which 
according to the U.N. resolutions 
must be rooted out and elimin- 
ated. 

Iraq denies there is any such 
material in the agriculture 
ministry. 

A1 Qaddissiya said that “while 
the U.N. team has left Iraq, the 
Americans still insist on inspect- 
ing tiie ministry of agriculture 
building ... which gives more 
evidence to the fact that the issue 
was not searching for banned 
materials or documents but 
rather a new pretext to conspire 
on Iraq." - •■.■■.. • -*•— 

“Iraq will hold jon to -its post 
tion of principle and will reject 
any attempt to -undermine its 
national security and sovereign- 
ty.’’ the paper said in a front-page 
editorial. 

BaM said the entire incident 
was timed at the president. 

“America does not want a liv- 
ing example who is honest and 
bold and could be followed by all 
patriots,” Babil said. 


Rebels 
step up 
attacks 
on Juba 


PAGERI, Sudan (R) — 
Sudanese rebels are stepping up 
their onslaught cm government 
forces besieged in the southern 
.capital Juba, guerrilla officers 
say. 

“The fighting going on is very 
fierce," rebel Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) comman- 
der Kwot told Reuters on Friday 
m Pageri, where scores of young 
guerrillas were being mustered 
and trucked 100 kilometres north 
to Juba. 

SPLA officers said they were 
shelling the airport, which had 
been put out of action, and had 
overrun outlying garrisons in an 
attack from the southwest. 

“The government can no lon- 
ger reinforce Juba by air but they 
are trying to bring in troops from 
other garrisons by land,” one 
said. 

Khartoum’s military govern- 
ment has not commented on re- 
ports of die fighting in Juba, 
which the SPLA says has been 
escalating since the rainy season 
started at the beginning of July. 

Political analysts said the 
SPLA was pouring troops into 
the attack, dabbed “Operation 
Jungle Storm” by the rebels, in a 
bid to win back credibility and 
territory after losing 14 towns and 
villages to the government army 
since March. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
since 1983 against what it sees as 
the Arabised north's domination 
of the mainly black south. 

It has been weakened by a 
factional split and the loss of 
support from former Ethiopian 
strongman Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

The war and consequent 
famine have killed 500,000 peo- 
ple and displaced a further 4.5 
million Southerners, say aid 
workers. 

The rebels said they had dam- - 
aged a key bridge over the river 
Nile, which Juba straddles, and 
that tins would prevent the move- 
ment of gov ernm ent tanks and 
mechanised units. 

Last week, government forces 
entered the SPLA’s headquarters, 
in Torit, 110 kilometres southeast 
of Juba, Bfit forces quickly ' ‘ 

counter-attacked and ' said they 
held 'half the town. " 1 
A government nrig jet fighter 
and a helicopter transporting sup- 
plies to the isolated garrison in 
Torit were shot down by SPLA 
surface-to-air missiles on Tues- 
day, the rebels said. 

The SPLA is also attacking 
government convoys supplying 
the newly-captured towns to wear 
down Khartoum’s isolated 
tropps. 


Turkey asserts Denktash 
has conceded enough land 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
told the five permanent U.Ni 
Security Council membera they 
should accept territorial conces-- 
sons offered by Turidsh-Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. 

“The Turkish-Cypriot side has 
made a big step forward on the 
land issue,” Foreign Minister 
HBsmet Cetin said in a letter to 
the five, a ministry statement 
received on Saturday said. 

“We see this as a constructive 
and meaningful step and we think 
the Security Council should be 
satisfied with it” 

Mr. Cetin said it was now die 
turn of Greek Cypriots to make 
concessions at U.N.-led talks 
under way in New York aimed at 
reuniting', the island divided 
since the 1974 Turkish invasion. 

“In response to tins, we expect 
them (the Security Council) to 
demand that the Greek Cypriots 
meet the interests of Turkish 
Cypriots in matters like displaced 
people as well as security and 
constitutional regulations,” Mr. 
Cetin’s letter said. 

The five permanent members 
met Mr. Denktash on Friday to 
press him to agree to U.N. prop- 
osals for resolving the Cyprus 
problem. 

The meeting followed a brief- 
ing which Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghaii gave on Thursday 
to the representatives of the Un- 
ited States, Britain, China, 
France and Russia winch Bri- 
tain’s Sir David Hannay de- 
scribed as “ “rather disturbing.” 


Mr. Denktash said in New 
York that be had proposed that 
bis comm unity retain more than 
29 per cent of the 1 island. 

He also presented a new map 
of the nation. 

The five permanent Security 
Council members — the United 
States, Britain, China, France, 
and ' Russia — later met 
Mr.Denktash privately and press- 
ed for a major concession, diplo- 
mats said. 

The daily U.N. meetings be- 
tween Mr. Denktash and Cypriot 
President George Vassiliou, 
winch are now in recess, have 
been described as stalled by dfi- 
plomats. 

Mr. Denktash said he had 
proposed that the Greek Cypriot 
community retain “29 per qent 
plus” of the island, down from the 
current 35 per cent that it currait- 
ly controls. 

Dr. Ghaii has proposed 27 to 
28 per cent. 

Mr. Denktash said that in the 
1980s the U.S. State Department 
and- then Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar promised 
that the Turkish Cypriot com- 
munity would never be asked to 
settle for less than 29 per cent. 

However, while the percents 
differences were small, the terri- 
tory in the maps proposed by the 
United Nations and the Turkish 
Cypriots are quite different. 

Details were not known, but 
Mr. Deuktash's map retained 
Turkish Cypriot control of the 
town of Morpbou in the west. 


Swiss continue manhunt 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— Swiss authorities con tin tied 
their search Saturday for a con- 
vincted Lebanese hijacker and 
three other dangerous criminals 
who escaped tram one of the 
country’s top security prisons. 

Police used dogs and helicop- 
ters to try to track down the 
escapees after eyewitnesses re- 
ported seeing one of the men in a 
cafe near the quiet spa town of 
Yverdon. 

Hussein Hariri, who was serv- 
ing a life prison sentence for 
hijacking and Air Afrique airliner 
and killing a French passenger in 
1987, broke out of Bocfauz prison 
near the French border Thursday 
morning* 

, With him was one of France’s 
most notorious criminals,' Jacques 
Hyver,, ..who escaped- from:? a : 
French jail in 1980 and was subser 
entiy sentenced in Switzerland 
bolding a banker’s family hos- 
tage. An Italian kidnapper and 
Swiss bank robber also fled. 

Vaud cantonal (stale) police 
said lodal residents reported 
seeing the Italian, 35-year-old 
Vito Lotrecdriano, buying four 
sandwiches in an Yverdon snack- 
bar in the early evening. 

Police had scaled down the 


que 

fori 


manhunt and dismantled roadb- 
locks earlier Friday but brought 
in reinforcements after the 
sighting. 

Hariri was sentenced in 1989 
on seven counts, including mur- 
ders, attempted murder and hos- 
tage-taking. He had comman- 
deered and Air Afrique DC-10 
on a flight from Brazzaville, Con- 
go, to Paris in July 1987 to press 
demands for the release of 
Lebanese and Palestinians held 
by France, West Germany and 
Israel. He shot dead a young 
Frenchman and seriously injured 
a flight attendant in Geneva, 
where the plane had stopped for 
refuelling. He was the lone hi- 
jacker. 

Andre Vallolton , Vaud prison 
chief, defended security arrange*- - 
means at the prison, though said a 
full review had been launched. 
The convicts overpowered three 
prison officers and then seized a 
delivery truck. They smashed the 
vehicle through the main gates, 
holding the driver hostage until 
they were outside to deter action 
by prison guards. They then com- 
mandeered a passing car and 
managed to loose the police trial 
near Yverdon. 


Iran reverses itself on social liberalisation 


By Anwar Faruqi 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA — President Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani of Iran, yielding 
to pressure from the new par- 
liament, has slammed the door 
on the more liberal social poli- 
cies he introduced after 
Ayatollah Rufaollah Khomeini 
died. 

Iran’s “disciplinary forces," 
the main instruments of a 
crackdown on what its reli- 
gious leaders call “social 
vices," demonstrated their new 
power by parading in several 
major cities July 18. 

Since then, women who 
wear makeup or show even a 
lock of hair in public have been 
arrested, according to sources 
in Tehran. 

An Iranian housewife in her 
30s who arrived in Cyprus on 
Wednesday said she was stop- 


ped in an affluent Tehran sub- 
urb for wearing eye shadow. 

She was let off with a warn- 
ing, the woman said, but youn- 
ger, single women were taken 
away in patrol cars for inter- 
rogation. She spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Strict enforcement of the 
Islamic code was .relaxed after 
Ayatollah Khomeini, the re- 
volutionary patriarch,, died in 
June 1989. 

The dreaded “Konritebs," 
zealous neighbourhood orga- 
nisations that maintained law 
and order throughout Iran, 
were taken off the streets when 
Mr. Rafsanjani was elected 
president a month after 
Ayatollah Khomeini's death. 

They were not disbanded, 
but their influence waned. The 
Komitehs were renamed disci- 
plinary forces. 


Women were still required 
to cover themselves from head 
to ankle, with only their faces 
showing, but some makeup 
was tolerated and stylish hair- 
dos could peep out from their 
bead scarves. 

Such contact between the 
rexes as holding hands in pub- 
lic was gradually and tacitly 
allowed. 

After a new parliament was 
elected in April and May, 
however, things began to 


Earlier this month. Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, who suc- 
ceeded Ayatollah Khomeini as 
spiritual leader, decreed that 
“social vices” and “cultural 
corruption” must be stamped 
out. “Revolutionary values” 
should not be allowed to 
weaken, he said. 

Since then, the armed forces 


and government organisations 
have pledged to confront 
“manifestations of the corrupt 
culture of the West." 

Many Iranians questioned, 
both in Iran and outside, say 
the crackdown may be tem- 
porary. 

In some respects, the new 
parliament is more moderate 
than the old. Its members, for 
instance, show more su pport 
for Mr. Rafsanjani's efforts to 
intfftduce a market economy 
and open up to the West. 

At the same time, they are 
less tolerant of what they per- 
ceive as deviations from basic 
Islamic values and revolution- 
ary fervor. 

The campaign against “so- 
da! vices” follows violent riots 
in several cities. Economic 
hardship caused the unrest, but 
many legislators blamed Mr.' 
Rafsanjani because he had 


eased the soda! rules. 

In June, nine people were 
hanged after riots at Mashhad 
and Shiraz, in northern and 
central Iran respectively. The 
government declared tha,t it 
would crash any - further dissent. 

“Things are the way they 
wre under Khomeini,” a 
traveller from Tehran said, on 
condition his /tiame not be 
used. “The ■ JSbmitehs are but 
in full forced Their vice squads 
are at checkpoints and in pat- 
rol cars everywhere.” . 

Among the targets are pub- 
lications that advocated more 
social liberties and accused the 
dergy of mismanaging the 
country. The smashing of win- 
dows and other organised 
attacks cm such publications, 
have been described officially 
as spontaneous public demon- 
strations. 


In April, the editor and staff 
of tiie monthly magazine Farad 
were arrested for printing a 
cartoon described as insulting 
to Ayatollah Khomeini. 

It showed a soccer player m 
shorts, the standard unifonn of 
the sport. ’Critics said the play- 
er’s face resembled Ayatollah 
Khomeini, who should not be 
depicted wealing casual attire. 

Protesters ransacked the 
magazine’s offices. Several 
senior clerics demanded that 
the editor and staff be hanged 
in pubic “as an Islamic exam- 
ple” to anyone who dared in- 
sult Ayatollah and Islam. . 

Another magazine. Gar-' 
doon, was banned because its 
/over depicted a reclining 
■ woman in. Islamic garb. Her 
languid posture was de- 
nounced as an ‘insult to the 
dignity of Muslim women.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former Lebanese president buried 

ZGHORTA, Lebanon (AP) — Former President Suleiman Fran- 
jieh was buried in north Lebanon Saturday, two days after he died 
at the American University Hospital in Beirut at age 82. President 
Elias Hrawi, a Maromte Cathobc like Mr. Franjieh, attended the 
mass at the town of Zghorta, the Franjieh clan’s winter home, and 
led the funeral to nearby Eh den where Mr. Franjieh was buried. 
Hie Franjiehs spend the summer at Eh den, 10 kilo metres west of 
Zghorta. Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam also took 
part in the funeral Mr. Franjieh, prime minister from 1972-76, was 
a traditional ally of Syria. Patriarch NasraUah Sfeir, head of tiie 
Maromte church, presided over the funeral service at Zghorta’s 
cathedral. Mr. Franjkh's coffin, dropped in the tri-coloured 
Lebanese flag, was carried on shoulders along the crowded road 
from the cathedral. Hundreds of black limousines waited for the 
drive to Ehden. Women dressed in black ululated in traditional 
mourning and threw white roses at the coffin as the funeral 
proceeded slowly through die crowded street. Mr. Franjieh is 
survived by a son and three daughters. 

Maldives commends U.S. on Mideast 

COLOMBO (R) — Maldivian President. Manmoon Abdul 
Gayoom has praised the United States for its efforts towards 
Middle East peace, a statement from the Maldivian high commis- 
sion (embassy) in Colombo said on Saturday. Mr. Gayoom told 
visiting U.S. Secretary of State James Baker on Friday he was very 
pleased “with the important part and efforts of the American 
government," the statement said. Mr. Gayoom told Mr. Baker the 
realisation oif the rights of the Palestinian people was his country’s 
main concern and added be was happy about the flexibility of the 
new Israeli government. Mr. Baker stopped off in the Maldives on 
fas way from Saudi Arabia to the Philippines for a meeting between 
foreign ministers of the association of South-East Asian Nations 
and their major trading partners. He is the highest-ranking U.S 
official to have visited the Maldives. 

Greece protests demolition of church 

ATHENS (AP) — Greece on Friday ordered its ambassador in 
Israel to express a “strong protest” over the demolition of a Greek 
Orthodox Church on Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives. The pro&st 
“demands the immediate restoration of the harmed moral and 
religious sentiment of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jeru- 
salem,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Dimitris Avramopoulos said. 
The Jerusalem municipality on Thursday demolished two buildings 
under construction on the Mount of Olives in East Jerusalem, 
saying they did not have the necessary permits. The Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate in Jerusalem said one of the buildings was 
going to be a church. The Mount of Olives is the site of many 
churches, as Christians believe that Jesus visited it to weep over 
Jerusalem’s lack of faith. “The whole procedure, regardless of the 
arguments of the mayor of Jerusalem, which led to demolition of 
tiie sacred shrine, constitutes an illegal act," the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. "... This does anything but help the present 
positive dim ate in Greek-LsraeE relations and we would like to 
believe that it fa not backed by the Israeli government," he added. 
The director of tiie patriarchate. Bishop Alexis, confirmed the 
church had not received a building permit but complained that it 
had waited four years after applying for one. 

Arablyat stresses support of Bosnia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat received Saturday Mr. Salem Shabets, an envoy 
for die president of tiie Bosma-Heraegovina, and an accompany- 
e delegation. Dr. Arabiyat was briefed by the envoy on the 
Bering of the Bosnian people and atrocities committed against 
them for ethnic and religious reasons. Dr. Arabiyat stressed to the 
delegation Jordan’s principled stand supporting the Bosnian 
people’s right to self determination and voiced condemnation of 
aU inhuman practices committed against unarmed civilians. ’ .* 

Seychelles denies Libyan accreditation 

VICT ORIA (R) — The Seychelles government, under pressure 
SS? declined on Saturday to accredit Libyan 

thS i«£ ? ®P pressor on Tripoli over 

the 1988 Lockerbie bombing. The Seychelles government is not in 
a position to grant diplomatic accredtaon to Libyan officials at this 
point m view of the embargo suggested by the U.N. Sean* 
Council, a statement from the Foreign Relations Ministry sa 

TSlZSn*? * he statement added, a 

Utym delegation headed by Fathi Gebrfl of the ministry of state 
for foreign affairs arrived on this Indian Ocean archipelago two 
weeks ago to discuss the reopening of its embassy dosed tal 984 on 

Vl S - Charg !i jJ’Aflaires Steve Maflott told 
S° conve y ed Washington’s over the reopen- 
^ b ^ c “ ba ®y ** * meeting with Seychelles Foreign 
Rfcfafions Minister Danielle de SL Jorre. Mr. Mallot said the 
W T ed to kee ^ Pressure on Libya over the bombing 
UN *5 ? cottish town Lockerbie. The 

bwS^, d S naDd ? surrw ? der b y Libya of two men 

accused bombing the plane. U.N. sanctions imposed on Libya to 

S^tation Unritetions OB 

Supreme Iraqi Shiite leader ill 

IS supreme spiritual guide of the 
Sb ? e Mashms has radergone surgery in 
iaW i™ ““Planted in his dest, his Un said 
Abolqassem Kboei, 93, was improving 
after Thursday’s operation, Youssef Kboei said in a telephone 
mterview from London. He said he was in touch with his father’s 

***** b*s father had no 
IK*? ,tat in general has been frail 

sons ’ Ibra bun, along with a number of 
^ IT 5 ? rrested ^ government forces last 

** of N d«f. where Ayatollah Kboei 
™h P« of Baghdad’s campaign to 

foIlow !i war/OffiCT relatives^* in 

re 9“ este ^ permission to take Ayatollah Kboei 
abroad for treatment after his hospitalisation eariier in the week. 
But the government declined. The younger Kboei refused to 
comment on these allegations. 
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Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority ....... 608100 

Jordan Bectrfcrty Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

■Cotapany .... £36381 

RJ Flight Informabou 06-53200 

Oueen Afia ImL Airport... 06-53200 


Hnaeia Medkai Ceutre 81381302 

KhaM Maternity, J. Anw ... 644281/6 
AkSeh Maternity, 1. Ana.... 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity. ... 642362 

MaBmO. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

S hmrw a ni Hospital ...... 669131 

UnireiBty Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasbcr Hospital ... 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaS 666127/37 

Aj-AMLAbdafi 664164/6 

uanm, APMdu^zeen 777101/3 

Al-Bntur.j. Ashnffeh 775111/26 

Anny. Marts 891611/15 

Queen AEa Hospital 60224000 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZABQAT 
ZarqaGovt. 

Zina National 

RwSina Hospital 

A1 ffina Modem Ho^ttal (09)990990 
1KB1D: 

■PrmeessBaamn Hospital _ 

Greek QrtboSc Hospital (02)272275 

ftuWNafws Hospital. 083247)00 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)314111 


INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

/ / 

“Tbit information b aappSed by Royal 
Janftnan (RJ) /ufosiiuiion dturt- 
matf at the Oueen ASa lotema&oasl 
Abpon TeL (08)532006, where H 
saemm a/ways-he verified 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

12dl — . Muscat, Bahrein (OF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Moscow (sui 

— LanmcarCY) 


Usm 

MbS 

2fe35 


Beirut | 


2fcM Cano 


Aqaba | 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Termhial 1) 

MM ^ 

MM 

lfciS 

lfcte 

lfcS Dubai. Abu Dhabi 

IfcM Doha. Bahrein 

J7M5 — Cairo 

M:15 London. Aqaba | 

ltd! — New York, Ams te rdam ( 

1§38 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 


Ankara, ht— bed 
-.mm Athens 
............... F ran k f urt 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


SfeSS Madrid 

WIM Damascus 

Aqaba 


: — Frankfort 

Toois, Casabtaaea 
Rone 

Vienna 


HOSPITALS 


Food Central Centre 637111 


AMMAN: 


QUEEN ALU 



- Vienna 
Rranf 
— Madrid. Geneva 
.. Goto 
Riyadh 


1L5» 

1249 - 
1249 ... 

12:15 Ankara. Istanbul 

1239 ™ Amsterdam, New York 

13:10 Athens 

18*15 ..Gam 

2149 ... Riyadh 

2139 leddab 

2239 Abn Dhabi. Dubai | 

2239 .... New Deflri| 

22M5 ...... 

22*45 Siogapor, Ja 

23*45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

IfeOO Beirut, Route (AZ) 


13848 Doha, Bahrain (GF) 

WsOO Moscow (SU) 

Larnaca(CY). 

2135 Cairo (MS) 

HMAHKBI 

Upper/lower price in Ot par kg. 

API*: (red) &SW300 

Apricots. 40V 350 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 550/500 

Bejas-. 560/300 

Cabbage 90/40 

Cam* 24V 200 

CauSHower. 24V 180 

OKUmbeRflmge) 80/40 

Cucumben (small) 140/90 

" ' 130/30 

350 / 430 

700 / 600 

Marrow (large) .... 130/70 

Marrow (small) 260/300 

Onion (dry) 130/80 

Onion (green) 15V 100 

Oranges 440 / 380 

'Peaches 540/400 

Peas 42 V 360 

Phras .... 55V 280 

Pepper (hot) 200/150 

Pepper (sweet) MO/90 

Potato 180/120 

Sweet Mdoti 21W160 

Tomato 60/30 

Watonndon 5V20 
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* ^Yemen and Jordan agree 


on 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
ambassador to Yemen Fakhri 
Abo Taieb met in Sanaa Saturday 
with the Yemeni President AH 
Abdullah Saleh to marie the end 
of his tour. They discussed coop- 
eration between Yemen and Jor- 
dan at all levels. 

The ambassador later said tiiyt 
- he carried the president’s greet- 
ings and best wishes to His' 
Majesty King Hussein, noting 
r^r that Mr. Saleh has expressed his 
deep satisfaction over the strong 
brotherly ties between Jordan 
and Yemen. 

Meanwhile, it was announced 
here Saturday that the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA) has 
reached agreement with the 
Mineral Resources Authority in 
.. Yemen.- go a project to train 
Yemeni and Jor danian personnel 
on technology related to the ex- 


ploitation of precious minerals in 
Yemen and Jordan. It is to. be 
fin a n ced by the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

An NRA statement said that 
agreement was readied with the 
Arab Mining Company ARMI- 
CO and an American consultancy 
firm to conduct a feasibility study 
on the project. 

According to the deal, work on 
the feasibility study will deter- 
mine the areas in' Yemen and 
'Jordan with potential for minerals, 
and there will be programmes 
with modern technology for train- 
ing personnel In using these 
minerals. The deal also provides 
for establishing laboratories in 
Yemen and Jordan to conduct 
tests on samples mined in the 
countries. 


80 % of pregnant women 
receive regular medical care 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Statistics 
available to the Health Ministry 
indicate that nearly 80 per cent of 
the total number of pregnant 
women in Jordan receive regular 
^m edical care and attention at 
. ^Nninistry-run mother and child 
care centres. Health Minister 
Aref A1 Bataineh predicts that 
the rate could reach 95 per cent 
by the end of this century. 

At least 75 per cent of births m 
the Kingdom are conducted 
under medical supervision, but 
the rate is bound to go up in the 
near future due to the increased 
numbers of campaigns py the 
ministry to spread health aware- 
ness around the country, said the 
minister at a. seminar on safe 
motherhood and birth spacing. 

He said that the Health Minis- 
try was doing all in its power to 
underline the importance of car- 
ing for mothers in the course of 
ensuring safe and sound children 
for society. 

The participants in the two-day 
seminar organised by the Nation- 
Population Committee, in 
cooperation with the Health 
Ministry and the United States 
Agency for International Develop- 
ment (USAID), represent the 
public and private sector. 

Addressing the seminar was 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabaiiti, who noted there has to 
be a:£^a 3 CQ..frepK 5 £n sounds., 
population planning -apd natural :< 
resources . .to , . attain . .-sustainable _» 
development at all levels. He said 
that the- National -Population > 
Committee was formed in Jordan 
in order to achieve that goal. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
meeting was part of the commit- 
tee’s efforts to attain coordina- 



Muscat stock market chief arrives for 
talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of Muscat Stock Market 
Mahmoud Ben Mohammad A1 Jarwani arrived in Amman 
Saturday on a several-day visit to Ionian. Mr. Jarwani win bold 
talks with Director General of Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
Umayya Touqan, who is also president of the Arab stock 
markets, on fields of cooperation between AFM and the Omani 
stock market. 

Committee to discuss water In Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The water strategy committee of the Lower 
House of Parliament met Saturday under its chairman Abdul 
Majeed AI Shreideh. The committee asked the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation to provide it with a detailed and comprehensive 
report, on the water situation in Jordan and on the ministry’s 
strategy in this regard. The report will later be offered to a fiifl 
house meeting to be discussed. 

King congratulates Maldives 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Saturday a 
cable to. Maldives President Mamoun Abdul Qayyoum to 
congratulate him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian 
people and government on his country’s national day. King 
Hussein wished Mr. Abdul Qayyoum good health and happiness 
and the people of Maldives farther progress and prosperity. 

Ministry urges companies to reimburse 
pilgrims 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday railed on all companies which signed contracts for 
transporting or housing Jordanian pilgrims to Mecca to return 
money paid by people who registered for the pilgrimage season 
but could not leave for Saudi Arabia. The nnnistty asked these 
companies to provide its pilgrimage department with documents 
proving tfr** these companies’ diems have either received their 


OAF receives Swiss assistance 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basina 
received Saturday, in the presence of the Swiss ambassador to 
Jordan, assistance presented by a Swiss international child 
organisation to the Queen AHa Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF). Sources at the fond said this donation, which includes 
| full-equipped hospital beds and children’s ctothing^wm be 


Especially hospitals which need new beds. The sources added that 
tbeSwiss organisation had chosen QAF to distribute the donation 
because it is considered a national public institution which has 
social services centres around the Kingdom. 

Public freedom committee convenes 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Paifiament’s public 
freedoms and citizens’ rights committee held a meeting Saturday 
under its chairman Ibrahim Khrdsat- The committee discussed 
several issues of concern to citizens. 




Jordan steps up efforts to extradite 

■»* 

Chalabi, but fugitive banker still elusive 


Julie Andrews visits NHF 


tion between population and 
natural and economic develop- 
ment, and that can be done partly 
through raring for mothers and 
children's health. 

According to the committee’s 
secretary genera! Nabih Salameh, 
the human element was the back 
bone of any development, and 
raring for the health of mothers 
and children was a vital ingre- 
dient in such development 

The National Population Com- 
mittee, formed in 1988, is en- 
trusted with the task of coordinat- 
ing the committee’s endeavours 
with those of the public and 
private organisations with regard 
to the implementation of popula- 
tion programmes. 

The participants in the seminar 
discussed a paper on safe mother- 
hood and birth sparing, dealing 
with causes for maternal mortal- 
ity, an assessment of the mother 
and child care services in Jordan, 
and shortcomings in such services 
in a number of areas in the 
Kingdom. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma attended part of 
the first day’s sessions during 
which paper on means of. ensur- 
ing safe motherhood was re- 
viewed. The Princess also took 
part in a genera] discussion over 
improving; and. ex? 
pan ding services for- mother and 
child. care atialL the Kingdom’s 
centres. The participants, Petra, 
said underfilled' the' importance 
for a national programme provid- 
ing for general health rare for 
mothers and children and for 
spreading a warn ess on birth spac- 
ing as vital for the country. 


Me Andrews, actress and goodwill ambassador 
for the Un ited N ations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) visited the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) Thursday where she was 
briefed by Queen Nbor and. NHF president and 
senior staff on the foundation’s develo pm ent 
philosophy and long term integrated development 
projects. 

Discussions focused mi some of Niff’s key 
projects — the Quality of Lift and the Women in 
Development projects — which have been recog- 
nised by DJi. and international organisations as 
tr&hrfng models for the Middle East region. 

Ms. Andrews c omme n de d the foundation’s 
efforts in offeri ng development models for impro- 
ving the quality of life of Jordan’s needy fomffl es, 
women and cfafldrea a nd ex pressed UNIFEM’s 
special apprec ia tion of Niff’s ende avour s for the 
benefit of women. She also visited NHF*s Jordan 
Design and Trade Carter, partly funded by 


UNIFEM, which b currently supporting 2,000 
c r a flawo men with product devetopment, techni ca l 
and w»— gwMw* tr a i ning, ud marketing. 

NHF has been nominated by UNIFEM to plan 
and execute smiH enterp rise tra ining activities hi 
Jordan on behalf at UNIFEM’s new project, 
“Strengthening Institutions for En t e r p ri s e De- 
velopment for Women.'* 

Ms. Andrews was accompanied by Richard 
Walden, President of Operation U.S.A., a non- 
governmental voluntary or ga ni s a tion, that 
cooperated with Queen Noor in humanitarian 
relief efforts for Gulf war victims. 

In ’am Multi discussed with Mr. Walden the 
possibility of Initiating a prototype programme 
which wfll introduce active learning through 
computers for elementary school children to be 
implemented fas cooperation with Jordan’s Minis- 
try of Education. 


Through touch and play students 
learn and get excited about science 


By Raghda Azhdeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — ‘Exploring Science’ 
in Amman is an exhibition speak- 
ing a new language to science 
educators and learners as well as 
to tbe genera] pnbfic. The exhibi- 
tion is based on allowing people, 
both children and adults, to 
touch, operate and experience, 
thus becoming interested and 
stimulated to learn. 

The idea originally sprang from 
the United States and was first 
introduced in Britain in 1988. The 
response the exhibition received 
was overwhelming, receiving 
>80,000 visitors, .20JJQ0 of. whom 
;are.^denM4...,.. t C^,w^-v . • 

This popularity .was -gained by 
their, ability to be mobile^ gnd to . 
reach out for remote and less 
fortunate areas. Wherever they 
go, they' pitch their tent, and 
assemble their exhibits, and open 
their doors for visitors. 

As part of its cultural activities, 
the British Council seized the 
opportunity and contracted the 
company to build a version suit- 
able for travelling and touring tbe 
Middle East. Stephen Pizzey, 
company director, spoke to the 
Jordan Times about the original 
idea. 

“It is the idea of hands-on 
exhibits, whereby visitors have to 
participate and to be involved in 
order to make them work and it is 
the viator’s own interpretations 
of what he has done that triggers 
the interest and answers ques- 
tions,” he said. 

Mr. Pizzey added that “it is in 
short something more than a 
game but less structured than a 
lesson or reading a book. Also 
the factor of convenience, is that 
visitors come at their leisure adds 
to the attractions.” 

Exhibits 

The exhibits introduce the visi- 
tor to natural phenomena such as 
water, light, movement, prop- 


International 
standards for 
products seminar 
opens on Sunday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
seminar on the i mp ort an ce of 
metrology, the science of 
measurements, m industrial pro- i 
ducts will open here Sunday with 
the participation of Jordanian en- 
gineers and technicians and the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS). 

The seminar, organised by the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
department of standards, in coop- 
eration with the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ), will focus attention on 
enabling Jordan to produce pro- 
ducts conforming to national and 
international standards and en- 
sure the national and export mar- 
ketability 

Ministry officials said that the 
participants will discuss the role 
of the department of standards as 
a national centre setting stan- 
dards and specifications and its 
involvement with GTZ in ensur- 
ing recognised standards and spe- 
cifications in line with interna- 
tional norms and regulations. 

The participants will also dis- 
cuss the role of standards and 
specifications in controlling the 
quality of industrial products, 
officials said. 


erties of air etc, which is met in 
every day life. Mr. Pizzey ex- 
plained: “It puts the person in 
touch with tbe phenomenon itself 
and one feels after operating it 
that he knows it to an extent that 
be doesn't need words to describe 
it. When that person sees it again 
in life — he recognizes it as you 
do an old friend.” 

For example, in order to illus- 
trate sound waves, a large loud- 
speaker which ran be charged by 
rotating a dial, is positioned 
underneath a circular tray of wa- 
ter. The loud-speaker sends 
sound waves through the water 
and .sets the water vibrating. 
Carefuitfialfogcairprodbce some ■ 
distii ct ; patterns . in j the/water > or } 
even ''cause -small fountains of 
water to leap off the- surface. The 
harmony between sound and 
waves ran almost be touched 
when one spends some time 
rotating tbe dial. 

In a darker corner of the ex- 
hibition, a number of colourful 
laser and polarized light exhibits 
are grouped. On the question of 
the system of classification of tbe 
exhibition, Mr. Pizzey explained 
that exhibits were not connected 
in any way. He said: “The exhibi- 
tion is like a magazine and not a 
journal which tackles one sub- 
ject. A magazine has lots of 
interesting things.” 

The size and durability of the 
exhibits add to its aim. The re- 
latively larger size allows adults 
and children alike to operate the 
exhibits and its durability allows a 
fair amount of rough handling. 

Science and Culture 


Mr. Pizzey said that despite tbe 


Intellectuals discuss role of 
women and their contribution 
to mark Women’s Week 


AMMAN (Petra) — An intellec- 
tual gathering was held Saturday 
at the university of Jordan as part 
of the Women’s week, organised 
by tbe University's faculty of arts. 
Speakers at the gathering in- 
cluded Muslim Brotherhood De- 
puty Yousef A1 A them, lawyer 
Asma Khader, Bassam AI 
Umoush and Mima Shuqair. 

Deputy A them outlined the 
rights of women in Islam and die 
fields of work that suit them. 

Ms. Khader spoke about the 
role of women in Jordanian socie- 
ty, especially in rural and bedouin 
areas. She stressed that Islam 
does not oppose the work of 
women in economic, administra- 
tive and social fields. 

Dr. Umoush dealt with the role 
of women in enhancing 
security, particularly at a tune 
when social problems have in- 
creased as a result of the prevail- 
ing economic situation and the 
increase in population. 

He underlined the importance 
of women's contribution to the 
developmental process and the 
role of Palestinian women in the 
occupied Arab territories in re- 
sisting Israeli occupation of their 
land. 

Ms. Shuqair spoke about die 
role of women in the political fife 
in Jordan. She affirmed that 
Jordanian women have achieved 
great accomplishments in the 


field of education, particularly in 
higher education. 

As part of the activities of tbe 
Women’s week, the third, an 
exhibition of photos and posters 
depicting the role of women in 
Jordan, books, traditional cos- 
tumes, handicrafts, clothes, 
plants and flowers was opened 
Saturday. 

The exhibition which was 
opened by the university presi- 
dent, will continue for five days. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities are pur- 
suing their efforts to extradite 
former Petra Bank Chairman 
Ahmad Chalabi and some of his 
(dose associates who have been 
sentenced to jail in Jordan, in- 
formed sources have said. 

Prospects seem remote for 
bringing m the fugitive banker, 
who has been found guilty of 
fraud, embezzlement and misuse 
of bank finances and sentenced to 
35 years in prison in April, but 
Jordan has not given up its 
efforts, the sources told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. . 

Officials also affirm that the 
Jordanian approach to the issue is 
strictly a judidal affair and has no 
bearing on the political status of 
Mr. Chalabi or anyone else 
whose extradition is sought by the 
Kingdom. 

“Even if he is the hero of tbe 
Iraqi opposition, that does not 
matter,” Nasser Judeb of the 
Jordan Information Bureau in 
London was quoted as saying 
recently. 

Mr. Chalabi, who is believed to 
be living in Loudon, is a self- 
styled trader of Iraqi dissidents 
opposed to tbe government of 
President Saddam Hussein and a 
member of the Iraqi National 
Congress, which was formed at a 
meeting in Vienna in June. 

“Contacts are continuing with 
Interpol (International Police 
Organisation), but we have not 
been able to arrive at definite 
result yet,” said a well-informed 
source, confirming that the Am- 
man office of Interpol was in 
touch -with its counterparts in the 
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Ahmad Chalabi 

concerned countries. He did not 
name the countries involved ex- 
cept Britain, with which Jordan 
has an extradition agreement. 

Also sought through Interpol 
are “several” Chalabi associates 
who have been sentenced to 
varying jail sentences by the State 
Security Court in April this year, 
the source said. 

The source confirmed that “not 
all those sentenced in absentia” 
were being sought by the author- 
ities. Only one of the defendants 
who were found guilty was pre- 
sent in Jordan to face the charges 
and to be imprisoned for two 
years. All others except two of 
those tried in absentia were found 
quilty and given hefty sentences. 
Thirty others were acquitted. 

Mr. Chalabi fled Jordan under 
mysterious circumstances in Au- 
gust 1990, shortly after the gov- 
ernment took over his troubled 
bank, whose tentacles stretched 
from dubious foreign exchange 


firms to school transportation - 
contracts and supermarkets in ' 
what many economists describe 
as reckless ventures. 

Some of Mr. Chalabi’s close ’ 
famiy members — brothers and ' 
cousins as well as confidants — : 
who were also sentenced in 
absentia, live in London while 
others are believed to have ; 
sought refuge in other European * 
countries and Lebanon. 

Jordan has formal as well as ■ 
informal extradition agreements 
with some of the countries in- 
volved, bnt “it all depends on the 
cooperation extended by the host 
countries and their security 
forces,” said the source. 

Mr. Chalabi and other aefen- - 
dants found guilty by tbe State 
Security Court have also been 
fined the equivalent of the^ 
amount they were deemed to 
have embezzled. In Mr. Chalabi’s-', 
case, the fine imposed by the 1 
court is JD46 million, only a;- 
fraction of the funds that the . 
treasury had to pump into Petra. .. 
Bank to keep it afloat from the 
date of its take-over and the 
subsequent liquidation orders in 
April 1990. 

Mr. Chalabi, an Iraqi who fled ;• 
bis country in the late 1960s and^ - 
who founded Petra Bank in Jor-.’., 
dan, now describes himself as an . 
international economics expert.- 
and has been releasing ‘Tacts and ' 
figures" about the Iraqi losses in.i-^ 
the Gulf war. Mr. Chalabi has 
also published “plans” to revital- ' * 
tse Iraq in a post-Saddam era, 
through deals with oil companies, 
creditor countries and other 
stitutions. He says he also plans* 
to pay for “war reparations" and - 
foreign debts. • 


fact that we all live with technolo- 
gy and science, one of the prob- 
lems in many countries is that 
science is not considered part of 
the culture. Science is considered 
a more serious matter, available 
only to scientists and it is hard 
woik. . 

It doesn't have to be like that. 
Science crosses the boundaries of 
cultures and speaks an interna- 
tional language.” be said. 

The strategy to bring up a 
scientifically orientated genera- 
tion starts with arousing young 
students’ enthusiasm and their 
interest. Once this is achieved 
through experimentation and en- 
joyment it could be sup- 
plemental with, more stn^tured 
materials’." This' £ee ps ’knowledge 
vivid for longer period of time. 
Teachers as well as students be- 
nefit from direct contact with 
natural phenomena because it is 
easier than introducing it to the 
learner. 

Charity 

Mr. Pizzey said that their com- 
pany was funded by some educa- 
tional charities in tbe United 
Kingdom. They rent their ex- 
hibits to schools and set It up in 
school halls, allowing them to 
have their own little miniature 
science show. 

‘We also do all the sup- 
plementary educational materials 
to allow teachers to relate their 
lessons to what the children have 
seen,” be said. 

As a result of dose cooperation 
between the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the British Council, the 
exhibition is going to move to 
Irbid after Amman, and then to 
Karak. 


JEDCO readies for international trade : 
fairs, but will businessmen participate?;: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Export Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) preparing to involve 
Jordan in international fairs to 
help promote the marketing of 
national industrial products. 

JEDCO offidals said that plans 
have been worked out for Jor- 
dan’s participation m internation- 
al fairs to be held in die second 
half of 1992 in Izmir, Damascus, 
Tank, Taiwan and Moroc co. 

The offidals noted that JED-’ 
CO. arranged for. Jordan’s parti- 
cipation" in Ae Cairo and Tripoli 
international teiis, in addition to 
one held in Chicago, U.S.A. But, 
they complained that industry 
and businesses in Jordan failed to 
give these fairs much attention. 

According to these officials, 
despite advertising in the local 
media and JEDCO’s continual 
contacts with the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry, tbe Jordan In- 
dustrial Estates Corporation, the 
free zones, the Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association and 
others, participation was below 
the aspired standard. 

They said that Jordanian in- 
dustrial companies did not give 
due attention to tbe fairs as they 
failed to conduct promotion cam- 
paigns, to cater to the enquiries 
of potential buyers and to send 
representatives to attend the fair 
to try to conclude export deals 
with potential merchants and visi- 
tors. 

Any company participating in 
an international fair will be re- 
quired to pay a JD 25 fee while 
JEDCO undertakes the cost of 
dispatching samples of products 
from and to the fair, the offidals 
noted. 

JEDCO director told tbe Jor- 
dan Times last month that tbe 
corporation’s ultimate goal is to 
help national companies export 


WHAT’S ON 


more products in the foreign mar- 
kets. Rima Khalaf Hunaidi said 
that JEDCO wants to introduce 
and promote a number of pro- 
ducts that tire industrial sector 
has started to produce within the 
past two years, and to increase 
the number of products and 
goods that are being exported at 
present. 

According to JEDCO offidals, 
in tiie industrial fair held in Khar- 
toum, JEDCO arranged for $2 
million worth of Jordanian ,pg(h 
ducts to .bg sold directly to 
Sudanese buyers and the fair was 
a major success. 

Indeed, the international fairs 
represent a good opportunity for 
national products to enter foreign 
markets and for this reason JED- 
CO is now involved in drawing up 


a comprehensive plan to involve 
Jordan in international industrial [, 
fairs to be held around the world ! . 
in the coming year, according to . - 
the officials. ■ r - 

They said that the experience - 
of the previous years would help 
the corporation to plan wisely 
and to arrange for successful par- - . 
tidpation in the 1993 fairs. 

JEDCO helps participants to.:, 
arrange their stay abroad, ship 
their product samples, and pro- : : . 
vide firms with valuable in- 
formation about international 
trade answers on quiries ' and „• 
prospferis for the sale of products. 

The" offidals called on various / 
Jordanian companies to partid- ;■ 
pate in international fairs and to 
do all they can to promote ex- . 
ports. 


Sons, father drown in cesspool 


KARAK (J.T.) — Three people 
have died by drowning in their 
cesspool in Karak. 

The dead were identified as 
Ibrahim Mahadin and his two 
sons, according to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD). 

Department offidals said that 
one of the sons had dimbed down 
a ladder lowered into the cess- 
pool to retrieve his identity card 
which had fallen in to tbe pit but 
had fainted into the pool. The 
tether first and then the elder 
brother tried to rescue the young 
man but they too fell and 
drowned, the CDD said. 

CDD men were called and 
rushed to the scene but the three 
men were found dead when they 
were pulled out, according to a 


CDD spokesman, who added 
that cesspools are dangerous be- 
cause many are filled with poiso- 
nous gases that can kill instantly. 

Meanwhile, a local daily re- 
ported that a 16-year-old girl 
stabbed her 14-year-old brother 
in the belly and chest and head 
following a family argument. 

The paper said that the inci- 
dent occurred in Zarqa and the 
young man is in stable condition, 
according hospital offidals. The 
police apprehended the girl and 
investigations are underway. 

Al Ra’i daily reported that a 
28-year-old man was hit in the 
head by a bullet in a suicide 
attempt. The police said that the 
incident occurred in Dhiban, 
south of Amman. 4 


ft Exhibition entitled “Ex- 
ploring Science” at the 
British Conned. 
j 5- Ceramic sculpture exhibi- 
tion entitled “Remains of 
Kagbon ” by Iraqi artist 
Halim Mahdl at ftalael nn 
Art Canary. 
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Home delivery 

The Jordan Times and its sister Arabic daily Ai Ra’i 
are offering a new home delivery service to different , 
parts of the capital, starting first with the areas of, 
Shmeisani, Abdoun and Umm Utheina. 

Those who are interested in having their newspap- 
ers delivered to their homes in the morning should 
contact the Distribution Department, Mr. Samih Abu 
Hanieh, Extn. 247, at the Jordan Press Foundation 
between 10:00 a.m., and 2:00 p.m. Full information 
including names, addresses and telephone numbers 
will be needed before the delivery service is provided. 
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Pieces falling into 
place 

THE STRONG statement read by Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farook Sharaa in Damascus yesterday is an 
indication that the Arab parties to the Middle East 
peace talk s mean business. It also shows that the Arab 
side takes Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin more 
seriously than his predecessor, Yitzhak Shamir. The 
U.S. adminis tration .which yesterday announced the 
srrth round of talks would resume in Washington on 
Aug. 10, does also mean business and has a stake in the 
success of the next round. 

While the Bush adminis tration would benefit from a 
breakthrough in the Washington talks against the 
backdrop of the U.S. presidential elections, Mr. 
Rabin, who is due in the U.S. in early August, has a 
great deal to gain. Mr. Bush wants to be reelected and 
Mr. Rabin wants to consolidate his poorer especially by 
getting the Americans to grant Israel the much-needed 
$10 billion in loan guarantees. The Arabs meanwhile 
want both Israel and the U.S. to understand that any 
mutual exchange between them will not be on the 
expense of the Arabs. Thus the Damascus statement 
reiterated the Arabs’ commitment to resume the peace 
talks as soon as possible based on the implementation 
ofUJV. Security Council resolutions 242, 338 and 425. 
Apprehensive of Mr. Rabin’s pronouncement on 
“security” verses “political” settlements, his inten- 
tion to split the peace process and his reluctance to 
commit his government to a land-for-peace settlement, 
the Arab foreign ministers’ statement outlined the 
Arab understanding of a durable and comprehensive 
settlement that would leave no point of contention that 
in the future might serve as a point of explosion. The. 
statement went so far as to envision a region free of all 
forms of weapons of mass-destruction, signalling 
Syria’s willingness to participate in the multilateral 
track of the negotiations. The statement also called on 
the co-sponsors of the peace talks to assume a more 
active role in the process in order to enhance and 
expedite it. This too is a signal that the Arabs, whBe 
not denying any party the right to make political gains, 
are concerned tha t such gains would not undermine 
the process as such. 

Now that the Arab position has been spelled out in 
full it is hoped that the Israeli government would move 
forward and declare its intentions and plans accor- 
dingly. It is also hoped that the U.S. would use this 
most favourable opportunity to push the process ahead 
for tiie benefit of everyone and for the purpose of 
attaining security and stability in this region. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT IS rather difficult to see how the Arab countries involved in the 
peace process with Israel can offer any concessions to the Jewish 
state as demanded by the U.S. administration in exchange for 
Yitzhak Rabin's declared intention to partly freeze the Jewish 
settlements in the occupied Arab lands, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily 
Saturday. The paper said that Mr. Rabin's declared intention 
does not meet the minimum requirements of peace, which should 
be based on U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 that call for Israel's 
withdrawal from occupied lands and the return of Arab territories 
in exchange for peace. It should be declared openly that the 
Arabs have nothing to give or to offer concessions for since it is 
Israel which is occupying Arab land and should give it up in 
compliance with the international legitimacy and the U.N. 
resolutions, said the daily. Indeed Mr. Rabin's step can only be 
regarded as a secondary move intended to remove obstacles in the 
path of peace and a timid gesture towards complying with U.N. 
resolutions which bad condemned Israel's settlement programmes 
and called for Israeli forces pull out from Arab land, the paper 
continued. No Arab country can, under any rircumstances, give 
up legitimate rights in exchange for such a lame step on the part of 
Mr. Rabin and therefore Washington should not wait for any 
further concessions from the Arab side, the paper stressed. It said 
that the ball is still in Israel’s court until it totally gives up its 
pro grammes for settling Jewish immigrants in Arab land occupied 
since 1967 and recognises the rights of tbe Palestinian people in 
their own homeland. 

DESPITE THE fact no one is convinced that the Ministry of 
Agriculture building in Baghdad contains elements endangering 
world peace, as the United States and its allies are claiming, tbe 
western threats of launching yet another aggression on Iraq 
cannot be taken lightly, according to a columnist in A! Ra’i 
Arabic daily Saturday. Mahmoud Rimawi said that no one is 
convinced by the U.S. Secretary of states' claims about tbe 
Ministry of Agriculture, and his words and threats issued during 
■his visit to Saudi Arabia, were more or less like old cowboy 
movies which no more attract viewers. Tbe writer said that in the 
colonial powers' view the ministry building constitutes a danger to 
tike world while tire continued Serbian forces shelling of civilian' 
centres in Yugoslavia and Israel’s nuclear arsenal and its 
continued atrocities against the Palestinian people do not cause 
any danger to mankin d. It seems that the new world order is still 
to be born on the bodies of the Iraqi people and at the expense of 
the dignity and tbe future of the Arab Nation, he said. The writer 
said that the U.S. realises that Iraq is a partner in the 
Arab -Israeli conflict and all efforts should be made to neutralise 
that powerful enemy of Israel so that tbe Jewish state can live in, 
peace at the expense of the Arab Nation and the Palestinian lands 
and rights. He said that by enforcing Israel's aggressive hand and ■ 
by committing atrocities against Iraq, tbe U.S. is planting mines 
that would endanger the Middle East region for generations to 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 


Labour intensive projects — no priority 


The Dead Sea Industrial Complex is roughly estimated to cost 
some $380 million in capital investment and produce around one 
trillion dollars worth of annual exports, but the project will 
generate no more than 350 jobs. The cost of creating one job 
would thus be over one million dollar, compared to an average of 
$30,000 per job in other Jordanian investments in general. The 
question now is whether this extremely capital-intensive project 
deserves to be given priority, and whether the economic and 
financial feasibility, once established, is more important and 
decisive than the established social ineffectiveness from the job 
creation point of view. 

This multiple issue was thrown as a question by the Jordanian 
minister of labour who, apparently, thought that it presents 
decision-makers with a tough choice between two contradicting 
priorities. Tbe state would understandably like to promote labour 
intensive projects to generate the maximum jobs from a given 
amount of investment, but is equally keen about having only 
feasible projects that can support the economy and the treasury, 
instead of being a burden on both of them. 

This extreme case may be a good example of the competing 
economic and financial considerations normally advocated by 


technicians on the one hand, and social considerations stressed by 
most populist politicians, on the other. 

Of course, different people may offer different answers. and 
viewpoints, but it is worth pointing out at this juncture, that social 
and economic considerations may look contradictory only on tbe 
short term. On longer term, only economically and financially 
feasible projects can support a healthy economy, capable of 
serving the desired social objectives. Losing projects will not grow 
or survive, most likely they will fail and be liquidated, thus not 
only the jobs will be lost but also the invested capital wQl vanish. 

Successful projects that make money and create surplus can 
best serve the soda! objectives of the society now and in the 
future. Projects that are likely to be in financial trouble fail to 
achieve the very social objectives that they were created to 
achieve, such as creating jobs or helping underdeveloped areas. 

On tbe other band, the jobs that may be generated by the Dead 
Sea complex, or any successful investment, should not be 
calculated based only on the payroll of tbe project concerned. A 
one billion dollar a year of exports will definitely create thousands 
of jobs in other sectors of the economy, such as transport, sea 
port, banks, insurance companies, real estate owners, hotels etc. 


The receipt of one billion dollar a year in hard currency may 
finance hundreds of other projects that in turn create more jobs 
and a stream of income, let alone the importance of closing the 
gap between imports and exports and achieving self-sufficiency 

which is a top priority. , , _ . 

The systems that sacrificed political democracy, freedom of the 
individual and ownership rights, ostensibly to serve soaal 
objectives and fairer distribution of income, failed in securing 
even bread for’their peoples, while the systems that gave pnonty 
to efficiency in J production enjoyed freedom and democracy, 
while at the same time achieving a decent standard of living to 

their working class. _ . _ . - 

.If die private sector is expected to finance the Dead Sea 
domical project or take part in its equity, the answer to the 
question of priority becomes obvious. The private investor has 
only profits in minds. Social considerations are served only 
unin tentionally as a natural outcome. . 

It is not a coincident that the wages and salaries paid by the 
private sector, which is essentially after profits, are substantially 
lisgher than tire wages and salaries paid by the public sector, which 
claims to be after social considerations and fair distribution of 
income and wealth. 


Study sees Palestinian interim self-rule easing tensions 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — Tbe 
Middle East peace process and 
the onset of Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations in 1991 offers the 
prospect of substantive change in 
•Palestinian-Israeli relations, a 
.major intercultural study re- 
leased last week concludes. 

The report, “Transition to 
Palestinian Self-Government: 
Practical Steps Toward Israeli- 
Palestinian Peace," by the Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Scien- 
ces, of Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, specifies three areas 
in which agreement will be vital: 
Hie civil-political arena; security; 
and economic and resource 
issues. 

Following is the text of tbe 
executive summary section of the 
report: 

The onset of Israeli-Palastinian 
negotiations in 1991 has' intro- 
duced the possibility of mutually 
agreed substantive changes to de- 
cades of bitter Palestinian-Israeli 
relations. An accord on interim 
self-rule for Palestinians living on 
the West Bank and Gaza could 
greatly alter current relations be; 
tween the two communities by 
sharply reducing the potentials 
for violence and easing the ten- 
sions of daily living for Israelis 
and Palestinians. This report spe- 
cifies three arenas in which agree- 
ment will be vital: 

— The civil-political arena: 
governing and administrative in- 
stitutions and functions need to 
be turned over gradually to 
Palestinian control, ensuring the 
smooth operation of essential ser- 
vices and the establishment of 
mechanisms of planning by 
Palestinian authorities that are 
accountable to the public in the . 
West Bank and Gaza; 

— Security: Israel's external 
and internal security requinnents 
must be met while simultaneously 
meeting the need to reduce 
Palestinian insecurity and enabl- 
ing the governing authority to 
maintain civic order, these bi- 
lateral arrangements must be 
coupled with thg development of 
a regional security system; 

• — Economic and resource 
issues: self-government will re- 

S rire Palestinian responsibility 
r, and control of, policy and 
planning as well as daily adminis- 
tration; substantive shifts in eco- 
nomic and resource practices will 
be required; Israel's needs will be 
met by joint monitoring bodies 
and enhancement of Israeli trade 
and contacts with the Arab 
world. 

Chk and pofitic&l institutions 
-At present, all substantive 
power is in the hands of the 
military government and its civil 
administration. Palestinians have 
little or no say in political and 
administrative policies and prac- 
tices that afreet their lives; they 
are prohibited from exercising 


meaningful political, press and 
institutional freedom. 

During negotiations, important 
steps can be taken by the Israelis 
to remove many of the restric- 
tions on civic, educational and 
political life. Elections to muni- 
cipal and village councils could be 
held as a means to support nego- 
tiations and expand the popular 
base of the anticipated Interim 
Self-Governing Authority 
(ISGA). Palestinians and Israelis 
could expand joint consultations 
and projects (foaling with critical 
economic, cultural and political 
issues. From outride the region, 
the PLO could provide technical 
support for the negotiating pro- 
cess, and the United States and 
European Community could en- 
courage the peace process in 
tangible ways, notably by en- 
couraging Palestinian institution- 
building and ensuring that foreign- 
donors work directly with Palesti- 
nian organisations. 

During the specified interim 
period, Palestinian authority 
would be derived from the 
negotiated agreement. The ISGA 
would take responsibility for nor- 
mal civil functions, e.g. formulate 
public policy, levy taxes and reg- 
ulate finances, control police and 
local security (in coordination 
with Israel at the regional level), 
operate educational, health and 
other vital services, and exercise . 
joint control over land and water' 
resources. Personal and territo- 
rial self-rule are seen as inextric- 
ably ‘ interwined: the people are 
not separate from the land. While 
current negotiating parameters 
exclude East Jerusalem from 
being formally included in the 
ISGA, it seems important that its 
Palestinian residents be eligible 
to work and vote for candidates 
in the ISGA. 

A phased process would re- 
move the current barriers to civil 
life in tiie territories and create the 
structures of Palestinian self-gov- 
ernment. Two sets of elections 
would be needed early in the 
interim period: to ratify the 
negotiated agreement and to 
elect the ISGA. 

The executive council of the 
ISGA with policymaking and 
financial authority would estab- 
lish a civil service commission, a 
special body to revise the legal 
system, and departments that 
would conduct the daily opera- 
tions of the society. Current 
administrative structures might 
be incorporated into their 
frameworks. Some of the current 
non-governmental organisations 
such as the coordinating councils 
for agriculture, education, hous- 
ing, and industry,- would be 
absorbed into the ISGA adminis- 
tration, whereas others would re- 
main independent, as part of the 
Palestinian voluntary association 
network. District level adminis- 
tration (abolished in 1967) would 


be reestablished and municipal 
and village councils reconstituted 
and* elections held. Aid to the 
ISGA and- local authorities from 
the international community 
would be especially needed in 
management, planning and teeb- 
.nical fields. Joint research with 
Israelis designed to facilitate edu- 
cational and cultural contact and 
to address outstanding problems 
such as water and Jerusalem 
would also be vital durihg the 
interim period. 

In the long term, the Palesti- 
nian sovereign authority (PSA) 
“Would mean either an indepen- 
dent state or a confederation with 
Jordan. The PSA would have 
international standing and its own 
representation in international 
bodies. The phased return of 
Palestinians from the diaspora 
would be arranged and tbe legal 
status of those who remain 
abroad would be regularised in 
their host countries. The con- 
troversial issues of Jerusalem and . 
Israeli settlements would be re- 
solved at thic time. In the context 
of a peace accord and open bor- 
ders, creative means to share 
Jerusalem between the Israelis 
and Pales tinians could be de- 
vised; Israelis who wish to remain 
in settlements would have the 
option to dq so under the jurisdic- 
tion of the PSA. probably with 
the status of foreign residents: 

External and internal security 

Israelis and Palestinians both 
place strong emphasis on the 
safety and survival of their com- 
munities in the face of external 
threat and internal violence. 
Each believes that its security is 
undermined by the other's beliefs 
and actions. Their concerns are 
asymmetrical: Israelis focus pri- 
marily regional security whereas 
the 'Palestinians are preoccupied 
with communal insecurity caused 
by Israel's military occupation 
and by their vulnerable status in 
Arab countries. The mutuality of 
their needs must be recognised. 
Moreover, for Israel to consider 
withdrawing militarily from the 
occupied territories, its security 
at the regional level needs to be 
assured. 

During negotiations, Israel’s 
primary emphasis will be with 
regional security concerns. Bi- 
lateral negotiations with Syria, 
Lebanon and' Jordan are a vital 
'component of that process, com- 
plemented by multilateral talks 
on regional arms control and 
limits on weapons of mass des- 
truction and long-range missiles. 

Successful steps in the negotia- 
tions would positively affect 
Israel’s approach to security in 
the territories and enable its 
military command to consider a 
gradual but substantial withdraw- 
al from the heart of the West 
Bank; the occupied territories 
would remain demilitarised. 


Palestinians could act to reduce 
violence by seeking to stop armed 
attacks against Israelis or other 
Palestinians and reaffirming then- 
opposition to terrorism. Palesti- 
nian leaders might also declare 
expfiddy that the future Palesti- 
nian state would be demilitarised 
and committed to peaceful rela- 
tions with its neighbours. Such 
measures would seek to alleviate 
the existential fears of Israelis 
and promote a climate conducive 
to an accord. 

During the interim period vis- 
a-vis an Israeli- Jordanian security 
regime, Israeli forces would with- 
draw on a phased basis from their 
bases in the centre of the occu- 
pied territories and redeploy to 
sites in the Jordan Valley. Israel 
would continue to control die 
bridge and border crossings- to 
Jordan and Egypt. Israel would 
also continue to m aintain and 
guard its early warning stations 
on the ridges overlooking tiie 
Jordan Valley, its air force would 
continue to overfly the territor- 
ies, and its navy would patrol the 
■coast off Gaza. An Israeli-Palesti- 
nian-Jordanian commission 
would monitor security arrange- 
ments and handle violations. 

The Palestinians ISGA would 
gradually assume responsibility 
for internal security in the West 
Bank,, and Gaza. A Palestinian 
police .force and court system 
would be reconstructed and 
strengthened to maintain order as 
the Israeli armed forces with- 
drew. Special Israeli-Palestinian 
police patrols would be consti- 
tuted to maintain security on the 
highways and guard vital installa!- 
tions. Reciprocal security 
arrangements would be specified 
to handle potential violence be- 
tween Palestinians and Israelis, 
perhaps by establishing a joint 
crisis monitoring centre.- A com- 
prehensive security plan would 
permit both peoples to travel 
freer, but would prevent addi- 
tional Israeli setttanent in the 
territories and the return of 
Palestinians from exile during the 
interim period. 

In -the long tenn, the linked 
peace and security accords would 
be fully implemented, with bor- 
ders open for trade and tourism. 
A trilateral security regime for 
Israel-Palestine-Jordan would 
consist of full diplomatic rela- 
tions, a non-aggression pact, 
mutually agreed security mea- 
sures along the borders, parti- 
cipation in regional and interna- 
tional arms control agreements, 
and continued demilitarisation of 
tbe Palestinian Sovereign Au- 
thority. 

Economic and resource issues 

The economic relationships be- 
tween Israel and the occupied 
territories would be recast to 
promote mutual benefits. There 
will be some asymmetries: 


Palestinians would gain control 
over their resources and liveli- 
hood, Israel would lose what had 
seemed to be guaranteed markets 
and easy access to a large labour 
pool. Israel would, however, 
realise new gains with the Arab 
world in both commerce and 
potentially increased access to 
water and electricity. 

During the negotiations, Israel 
could take measures to help 
promote a constructive political 
atmosphere by, for example, lift- 
ing travel restrictions, stopping 
tax raids, easing access for 
Palestinian goods into Israel and 
abroad, adopting a liberal licens- 
ing policy toward businesses, 
enabling municipalities to engage 
in planning, reopening banks, 
restructuring taxes, renewing 
land, registration, and undertak- 
ing joint assessments of water 
use. Palestinians would be able to 
accelerate their ef for t s to set up 
credit institutions, improve tech- 
nical research and outreach, and 
coordinate these activities. Liter- 
national agencies would promote 
market surveys, designs for the 
ISGA infrastructure, develop- 
ment of technical and managerial 
skills, and planning for credit 
institutions. 

For its part, Jordan would lift 
its ban on importing manufac- 
tured goods from the West'Bank 
■ and Gaza, the Gulf states would 
begin to negotiate the sale of oil 
to Israel, and regional discussions 
iqd marketing and water resource 
planning -would lie initiated. 
These steps would enhance 
Israel’s confidence that it would 
gain economically from an- 
accord. In the interim phase, 
Israel would remove barriers that 
limit Palestinian trade, credit, 
and population movement The 
ISGA would have financial and 
monetary authority, including the 
right to levy taxes and negotiate 
.external grants aand loans, 
although fiscal and monetary 
policy would be coordinated with 
Israel. 

The ISGA would engage in 
long-term economic planning, 
particularly to enhance tiie baric 
infrastructure and expand bousing.' 
Private investors^ would seek to 
expand light industries in a wide 
variety of fields, including phar- 
maceuticals, clothing, shoemak- 
ing, and agricultural and fishing 
industries. External agencies 
would provide direct grants for 
large-scale infrastructure projects 
for onetime star-up capital for 
selected businesses, and for pilot 
project; loans would be made 
available through indigenous cre- 
dit institutions as well as con- 
tinued technical assistance and 
training. 

Access to natural resources 
would be essential for the ISGA. 
A joint Israeli-Palestinian com- 
mission would examine land use, 
and enable the ISGA to have 


access to public and absentee 
land. Intially, a joint board would 
also handle electricity; the ISGA 
would progressively gain author- 
ity over electricity and ground 
ter in the occupied territories, 
with a joint authority to deter- 
mine mutual needs and regulate 
the level of pumping in both 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Regional water plans would be 
an important component of the 
bilateral and multilateral accords. 
The opportunity to increase ac- 
cess to water would serve as one 
of tiie inducements for Israel to 
negotiate security accords with its 
neighbours. Projects ro be given 
high priority would include the 
Unity Dam on the Yarmouk's 
River involving Jordan, Syria and 
Israel, pipelines for water from 
tiie Litani River in Lebanon and 
from Turkey or Egypt, and a 
joint Jordan-Israel desalination 
plant in Eliat/Aqaba. 

During the interim period.? 
Israel would begin to purchase oir 
from the Gulf, as the Arab eco- 
nomic boycott ended. External 
agencies would have important 
roles in promoting tbe regional 
water projects and encouraging 
trade ties. 

For the long term, the PSA 
would need to complete large 
scale infrastructure projects, in 
part to handle returnees from the 
diaspora. An integrated econo- 
mic plan would be required for 
the Jordan Valley, north-south 
roads would be completed, the 
.Gaza port overhauled, and tiie 
Qalandiya airport refurbished for 
international traffic. Waste waterj) 
and desalination projects would 
be completed. Key economic 
areas would be enhanced, so that 
the PSA conld serve as a regional 
centre for tourism, education, 
medicine, communications, and 
scientific research. Trade, tariff 
and currency arrangements 
would be finalised between Israel 
and the PSA, with considerable 
coordination remaining necessary 
so long as trade and labour flows 
are open to both parties. 

The PLO, whose structures 
would merge into Paiestine/Jor- 1 
dan's diplomatic missions, would 
continue to assist Palestinians re- 
maining in the diaspora, handle 
the payment of compensation 
funds to those refugees, and man- 
age trade and labour because. 
Similarly, Jews who lost property 
-in Arab states would receive cont-Ji 
pensation, complementing the 
restitution] of Palestinian property ; 
losses. 

In sum, the dynamics of tbe 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process ■ 
in the summer of 1992 suggest \ 
new and unanticipated oppoitu- ! 
nities for : improving the relations j 
between the two peoples, and itis 1 
with that goal in min d that the • 
recommendations in this report ; 
are offered. 


Africa’s slave reparations campaign meets black resistance 


By Gill Tudor 

Renter 

GOREE ISLAND, SENEGAL 
— The American civil rights lead- 
er held the chains aloft, gripped 
the dead weight of an iron ball in 
his hands and demanded redress 
for Africa for the crimes of 
slavery. 

One-time presidential hopeful 
Jesse Jackson has thrown his 
weight behind a swelling cam- 
paign to win western reparations 
for Africa, saying three centuries 
of slave trading stripped it of its 
ablest workers and hobbled its 
development 

’ “For tiie pillage and rape of 
Africa there must be some form 
of reparation," Mr. Jackson told 
reporters recently on Goree Is- 
land, the beautiful but tragic 
slave port off Africa’s West Coast 
'which has become a place of 
pilgrimage for tbe blade diaspora. 

Tbe European and American 
continents “have a moral obliga- 
tion to contribute to reparations 
for the damage caused." 

But critics say tiie Nigerian- 


born idea, which won formal 
approval at tbe recent annual 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) summit in Senegal, is 
impractical and Hi-conceived. 

“The problem of slavery is 
more complicated than they 
make out," said Senegalese histo- 
rian and journalist Jerome Carlos 
— himself descended from slaves. 
“In any case, the time for blaming 
others is over. Africa must help 
itself." 

Nigerian newspaper magnate 
M.K.O. Abiola began the cam- 
paign two years ago, based on 
international law. He cites prece- 
dents like German reparations to 
Israel for Hitler’s crimes against 
tbe Jews, or Iraqi compensation 
for Kuwait after the Gulf war. . 

The theme was given a high, 
profile at the OAU summit/ 
where an eminent persons' group 
to study tbe idea was inaugurated; 
.during tbe opening ceremony. 

Mr. Jackson wants a compre- 
hensive plan of aid, trade, long- 
term loans and debt forgiveness 
like the West is offering former, 
communist countries such as Po- 


land and Russia. 

Just as the U.S. Marshal Plan 
helped rebuild shattered Europe 
after World War II, Mr. Jackson 
says well-placed aid conld create 
African markets which would be- 
nefit the West. 

OAU Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim said reparations 
would be a dignified way to write 
off Africa’s crippling external 
debt of $275 billion. 

"This is not simply an issue of 
money," he told reporters at the 
summit. “We are talking in term* 
of moral responsibility.” 

But many Africans, and blade 
people elsewhere, dismiss the 
plan as a pipe dream or a cynical 
political exercise to win votes en- 
cash. 

Prime objections focus on the 
role of Arabs and Africans them-', 
selves in the slave trade. 

Figures are controversial and 
hard to pin down. But most histo- 
rians reckon about 13 nriffio n. 
Africans were sold into Arab 
slavery from the seventh century 
on, against 15 to 20 mflHon ship-' 
ped across the Atlantic from the 





Jesse Jackson 

16th to 19th centuries. 

Speakers at the OAU summit, 
held in a sumptuous $140-nrilfion 
conference centre paid for by 
{Saudi King Fahd, Jended to de- 
flect the Arab issue. 

“The focus of this is the trans- 


. At lantic route,” said Mr. Salim, a 
Tanzanian from the eastern slave- 
trade island of Zanzibar. He 
made no further comment. 

Tbe African role raises even 
more bitter argument. Entire 
African kingdoms like Benin’s 
Abomey Empire based their 
wealth'on tbe slave trade, making 
war on their neighbours to grab 
captives for the western market 

“Even today in countries lik^ 
Ghana and Nigeria there are peo- 
pfe who look down on black 
Ammicans as slaves,” said one 
Mack American woman who 
knows West Africa well. 

Human rights groups like 
Amnesty International say slav- 
oy still thrives in at least one 
African country, Mauritania, 
although the government has offi- 
aally outlawed it three times. 

“There will always be collabor- 
ators” Mr. Abiola said. “That 
does not mean that justice should 
not be done.” 

Mr. Jackson said the African 
role should be put in perspective 
“Those who owned thesSps* 
who did tbe barga^Qg, who puy 


cessed slavery, who built Euro- 
pean and North American cW* 
lisatidns on the slave trade, wot 
of course not Afri cans .” 

Critics raise other objection* 1 
[Should reparations not be paid®\> 
descendants of slaves in Ara^" ; 
ica’s black ghettoes or the 
Indian slums, rather than those 
who stayed in Africa? And who 
will pay up? Western taxpayer 
— some of whom are black? 

Most supporters agree cud* 
■pensation should extend to d* 
black diaspora, 'although tfae^ 
are few concrete ideas of bow it 
could work. “Every African was 
enslaved,” said Mr. Abiola. 

“Some -were enslaved outside 
Africa, some in Africa by 
omatism.” 

Mr. Carlos fears the campaign, 


between blacks. ,J 

“There has been a sort 
mythical unity among «>«“" 
until now,” he said. 
initiatives like tins will divide us- 
‘It opens woupds.” . j 
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Washington seen confident of progress 

f (ContiaiBad from pa ge 


venue or any problems in holding 
the talk* m Rome. ^ m 

weseea no reason why the talks 
shoold be moved from Rome ” 
fte source was quoted as sayini. 

farad Radio S 
Saturday that Washington was 
most aely to be the venue if only 

snw Mr. Baker, “who wants to 
be dose to the renewal of the 

E!^ a r he ® — moves from 
Sfe®?? Department to the 
House to nm President 


hood;. 

‘Tf the talks were to continue 
m Washington with no tangible 
progress in the run-up to the 
elections, then it would, have 
been not only an embarrassment 
for the White House but »iw a 
political setback, and hence the 
apparent anxiety to move the 
negotiations away," said the 
source. “Now, against the de- 
dared positions of the' new Israeli 
government and its moves, it 
seems that the U.S. appears con- 
fident that the situation could be 
turned around. Success in die 


Panel recommends trial of ex-ministers 

(Continued from page Z) 


* 




w* m M Friday to £5 

Israeli leaders on the outcome of 
me secretary’s talks in Egypt, 
Jordan, Syria and Saudi Arabia! 
Israel has not made any official 
comment on the substance of the 
briefing. 

Four rounds of Arab-feraefi 
bilaterals were held in Washing- 
ton before a decision was maA» 
upon American insistence to 
move the venue to Europe, and 
Rome emerged as a compromise 
among die partial involved. 

“Rome was not the first or 
second choice of any of the de- 
legations, but it was one of the 
few sites that everyone could at 
least agree on,” said one source 
close to the Jordanian negotiation 
team. 

“There were many delegates 
who did not want to shift the 
venue from Washington in the 
first place,” said the source. “In 
Washington they felt closer to the 
co-sponsors (of the Middle East 
peace process) ... but had little 
choice when the Americans in- 
sisted that the venue be moved.” 
The American reaso ning was 
apparently that the snail-pace 
progress of the talks and a con- 
tinued feet-dragging by Israel 
could have been detrimental to 
the political interests of President 
Bush, who is seeking reelection in 
November. 

Israel's insistence that the few 
be moved closer to the Middle 
East ms also highly influential in 
the American decision to ask the 
delegates to leave Washing*^ 
“But now that the situation has 
changed" with the relatively 
moderate Labour Party replacing 
the hardline Likud as the leading 
component in the Israeli gov rn- 
ment, “Washington obvioo. ’v 
feels that chances are far bette. 
for progress,” said the source. By 
extention, it also means that the 
door is open for the Bush cam- 
paign to hope for a political 


Jordan invited 
to NAM summit 

(Continued from pagejO 

tial envoy. 

Indonesian Minister of Trade 
Arifin Siregar was received at the 
Royal Court by King Hussein. In 
to talks with the Indonesian envoy, 
•the King underfeed Jordan's 
keenness on promoting coopera- 
tion and friendship between Jor- 
dan and Indonesia and paid tri- 
bute to Indonesia for its role in 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) and in the Non- 
Aligned Movement. 

The King asked that his greet- 
ings and best wishes be conveyed 
to President Suharto and the In- 
donesian people. 

The audience was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Khaled Kara- 
ki. Minister of Industiy and 
Trade Abdullah Ensour and In- 
donesia’s Ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad Hasan Adamy. 

Dr. Ensour and Mr. Siregar 
earlier held a formal meeting at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade to discuss economic and 
afe trade relations between Jordan 

• and Indonesia. 

Dr. Ensour was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency Petra, as 
underlining the importance of 
launching joint investment pro- 
jects to farther boost bilateral 
ties. 

Jordanian products were of 
high quality and capable of com- 
peting with foreign products in 
Indonesian markets, Dr. Ensour 
said, noting that Indonesia im- 
ports half of its needs of phos- 
phate from Jordan. 

Official sources here said that 
in 1980 Jordan exported to In- 
donesia goods worth $30 million, 
including fertilisers, and im- 
ported plywood, garments and 
palm oil worth $10 million. 

Mr. Siregar said that his coun- 
_ try was keen to develop its trade 
▼ " and economic ties with Jordan 
and was interested in joint invest- 
ments. 

Mr. Siregar also met Minister 
of Planning Ziyad Fariz to discuss 
economic and trade relations. 
The planning minister briefed 
Mr. Siregar on the Kingdom’s 
economic restructuring program- 
me. 

The Indonesian minister, who 
. was leaving later for Syria and 
Lebanon with messages of invita-. 

.- non for the non-aligned summit, 
also met with Jordan Phosphate 
. Mines Company (JPMC) Direc- 
tor General Thabet A1 Taher. 
According to JPMC sources 
. Indonesia imported up to 600,000 
tonnes of phosphate annually 
& over the past three years and 
recently signed contracts to buy 
- 650,000 tonnes of Jordanian 
phosphate during 1992. 


peace process would definitely 
help President Bush’s reelection 
campaign.” 

However, Mr. Baker, tipped to 
take over as Mir. Bush’s campaign 
manager upon his return to 
Washington this week, asserted 
in Amman cm Tuesday that the 
U.S. was “not reopening” the 
subject but was ready to host the 
talks if the parties involved de- 
sired so. 

“If the parties decided they 
wanted to come to Washington, 
we’d be pleased to host it, co-host 
it with the Russians, in Washing- 
ton," Mr. Baker told a press 
conference. “The reason it was 
moved was because all parties 
could not agree to stay in 
Washington. They may still not 
be able to agree to stay iu 
Washington. I don’t know," 
Regardless of the venue, hopes 
are high in the region that the 
talks could tackle substantive 
issues from the next round. Arab 
arguments that Israel was stalling 
throughout the process which be- 
gan in Madrid in October have 
been vindicated by an admisson 
by Yitzhak Shamir, the former 
Israeli prime minister, that he 
was prepared to prolong the pro- 
cess for the next 10 years without 
reaching any agreement while 
consolidating Israel’s grip on the 
occupied territories through mas- 
rive settlement 
The first possible breakthrough 
in the talks could be an Israeli- 
Palestiman agreement on “auton- 
omy” or “self-rule” arrange- 
ments in the occupied territories. 
“It is , upto the Palestinians to 
decide and finalise (with the 
Israelis),” said the Jordanian offi- 
cial. '[They should decide what 
modalities they want and what 
mechanisms they would like to 
have." But that does not mean 
that negotiations on the other 
three tracks — Israeli- Jordanian, 
Israeli-Syrian and Israeli- 
Lebanese — would take a back 
stage, the official said. 

“What we are pursuing is com- 
prehensive agreement on all 
aspects and this- approach would 
be maintained throughout,” the 
official said. • • • 

The source close to the Jorda- 
nian negotiating team said; “I 
believe that agreement could be 
readied on most of tile salient 
points in the conflict by Novem- 
ber” — in time for the Democra- 
tic camp to reap the political 
benefits in the form of help in 
securing a second term for Presi- 
dent Bush 


another Indian company- has 
mark an offer “at considerably 
fever prices" which would have 
saved >the treasury around JD7 

million. 

The decision by the panel, 
which was formed in January 
1991, had created controversy 
among deputies who questioned 
the timing of the decision and the 
political and personal motives be- 
hind the decision.. 

In commenting on the panel's 
recommendation, some deputies 
indicated that while the process 
followed by the group was “per- 
fectly legal” there were some 
unanswered questions over tire 
“political motive” behind the 
adoption and timing of the re- 
commendation. A number of de- 
puties some even doubted 
whether there was enough evi- 
dence to warrant the recom- 
mendation in the first place. 
“One this latter point, I can tell 
you that the last Lower House 
which was dissolved in 1988 had 
discussed the issue of the Jafr 
highway and the subject was 
dosed,” said one deputy. “Why, 

I must ask, the panel now dedded 
to bring out the subject again?” 
A member of the committee 
confirmed that the prime minister 
in question in this case was ques- 
tioned over this issue during the 
mandate of the previous Parlia- 
ment, “but our decision now is 
not persona] or political,” the 
committee member said. “We 
went by our mandate to investi- 
gate and recommend and that is 
what we did." 

Critics of the decision, howev- 
er, point ont that the findings of 
probes into corruption cases were 
refereed to the House in July 1990 
by the prosecutor-general’s office 
and say they cannot believe that it 
took two years to reach a recom- 
mendation on only one of these 
cases. 

However, committee members 
respond by saying that corruption 
cases were initially referred to the 
Financial Committee, which was 
the party concerned unto the 
Investigations Committee was 
formed in January 1991. Delays 
after that were caused by the 
resignation of the head of the 
panel, Laith Shbeilai, uver what 
be described as the “lack of 
seriousness in addressing requests 
made by the panel to the govern- 
ment over alleged cases of cor- 
ruption.” The committee re- 
mained inactive until two weeks 
ago. 

“We were called to a meeting 
by the speaker of the House who 
asked to continue our meetings 
and make recommendations on 
this case and we did, so,” a 
member of the committee said. 

“This week’s decision by the 
House’s Investigations Commit- 
tee carries dear political implica- 
tions,” said one deputy who 
raked for anonymity, “especially 
rince it comes only one year away 
from another round of elections 
where members who intend to 


rerun will be questioned over 
their performance during their 
four-year term.” 

Opponents say most of the 
candidates who ran for the 1989 
national elections pledged to 
weed out corruption in Jordan 
and investigate earlier such cases 
and bring the guilty to justice. 

According to lawyers and offi- 
cial sources contacted by the Jor- 
dan Tones, the committee's ac- 
tion was in fee with the proper 
legal procedure in such cases. 
The delay in taking action, they 
say, was due to procedural 
reasons and not laxness on the 
part of the Investigations Com- 
mittee. 

According to the sources, the 
whole process of investigating 
corruption cases hit snags when 
many of the former officials ques- 
tioned by a special committee 
appointed by the attorney gener- 
al, as witnesses or suspects, raised 
a constitutional point about the 
legal reference for being tried by 
judicial courts rather than by 
Parliament 

"The Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of the Constitution 
debated this question and de- 
cided that former and current 
officials can only be investigated 
and accused by Parliament and 
then tried by the Higher Council 
and not a judicial court,” one of 
the official sources explained. 
The cases, which, until this time 
were shelved pending a final deci- 
sion were then turned back to the 
House for further -action and in- 
vestigation. “And this is how this 
case was born,” the source said. 

Lawyers said they believed that 
a “more strict” approach should 
have been applied by members of 
the House panel before turning 
this case for a House vote. “I 
believe that there has to be a solid 
base for the accusation regardless, 
of my political, beliefs and re- 
gardless of who is involved,’' said 
a prominent lawyer dose to the 
details of the case and the panel's 
investigation. "These kinds of 
cases harm peoples’ reputations,” 
he said. “This case has a political 
tone to it although if is pefectly 
sound legally.” 

However, a member of the 
committee said that the group’s 
decision “was not influenced by 
any political or personal consid- 
erations.” He said that every 
member had ample opportunity 
to express their opinion according 
to the evidence they had in front 
of them. “The committee acted 
by what it believed was its duty.” 
To the deputies who have 
doubts over the committee mem- 
bers’ decision, the group member 
said: "They will have their turn to 
express their opinion. If they 
don’t like it they can vote against 
indictment." 

The government has kept silent 
over this case and one senior 
official who was asked to cora- 
' ment only said: “This is a purely 
legal process. There is no com- 
ment to be made." 


Arabs endorse continued talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

PLO representative Farouk Kad- 
doumi to stress Arab demands for 
PLO participation in the talks 
despite an official Israeli ban on 
contacts with the PLO. 

The ministers’ statement reiter- 
ated the Arab stand that peace 
should come “through imple- 
mentation of Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and the 
principle of returning all occupied 
Arab lands, including Jerusalem 
in exchange for peace.” 

Mr. Shares said the ministers 
also found Mr. Rabin's govern- 
ment had not expressed any com- 
mitment to withdrawing from 
South Lebanon. 

He said the ministers called for 
die full participation by the Un- 
ited Nations and the European 
Community in the negotiations, 
to which Mr. Shamir had ob- 
jected at the start of the talks in 
Madrid last October. 

The two groups attended the 
Madrid talks as observers. 

Iii addition to Mr. Sharaa and 
Mr. Qaddoumi, the Damascus 
meeting was attended by foreign 
ministers Fans Bouez of Leba- 
non, Axnr Musa of Egypt and 
Kamel Abu Jaber of Jordan. 

The statement said the minis- 
ters' next round of coordination 
of talks will be held in Lebanon, 
but -did not say when. 

Participants said alterations to 
tone down the statement were 
included at the Egyptian foreign 
minister's urging. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the sources said dele- 
tions included a section on Jewish 
settlements. 

The sources said Mr. Musa 
suggested that the Arabs give 
Israel a chance to explain its 
position in the next round of 
talks. 

Following are extracts from the 
final communique issued Satur- 
day: 

“The ministers noted that the 
new Israeli government has not 
expressed until now, despite the 
relative change of tone and style, 
its commitment to establish a 
just, comprehensive and perma- 
nent peace in the region through 
the implementation of Security) 
Council resolutions 242 and 338 
and the principle of returning all 
the occupied Arab lands includ- 
ing Jerusalem in exchange for 
peace. Neither has it expressed its 
readiness to withdraw folly from 
Lebanese occupied territories in 
compliance with Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

- The ministers reiterate the fol- 
lowing bases and elements on 
which the peace process is based: 

1 ■ — “Commitment to compre- 
hensive peace in the region and 
implementation of U.N. resolu-' 
tions 242 and 338 fully on all 
Palestinian, Syrian and Jordanian 
fronts and on the basis of the 
non-authorisation of acquiring 
land by force and Israel’s with- 
drawal from all occupied 
Lebanese territories and the full 
and unconditional implementa- • 
tion of U.N. Resolution 425. . 


2 — Ensuring and respecting 
the Palestinian people's right to 
self-determination and establish- 
ment of its independent state on 
its soil ... seeking to remove 
obstacles blocking completion of 
the Palestinian representation (at 
the peace talks) to cover citizens 
of Jerusalem and the diaspora 
and the official participation of 
the FLO in the peace process. 

3 — All types of settlements in 
any part of the occupied Arab 
territories in the West Bank, 
Gaza and the Golan are illegal... 

4 — The solution should be 
comprehensive and should cover 
all fronts in accordance with the 
peace initiative and pledges made 
by the conference’s co- 
sponsors... 

5 — Putting an end to Israel's 
repressive measures in the occu- 


pied Arab territories and its repe- 
ated aggressions against 
Lebanese towns and villages 
which constitute a serious viola- 
tion of U.N. Charter and intern- 
tional law... 

“The ministers stress the im- 
portance of full participation by 
the United Nations in the peace 
process as an organisation repre- 
senting international legitimacy 
and a body whose resolutions 
constitute the basis for the peace 
process. 

“The participants took note of 
what was announced by the new 
Israeli government of its inten- 
tion to distance itself from the 
policy of prolongation and ob- 
struction which was adopted by 
the previous government. They 
wait to see a practical proof of 
this in the sixth round... in this 
respect the Arab parties express 
... their readiness to resume bi- 
lateral talks as soon as possible ... 


to reach a comprehensive, just 
and permanent solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.” 

‘The participants felt the Arab 
side had clearly expressed its 
readiness to reach comprehensive 
peace if the Israeli government 
announced its commitment to the 
peace process ... especially its 
readiness to withdraw from all 
occupied Arab territories in com- 
pliance with Security Council re- 
solutions and to recognise Palesti- 
nian self-determination ... halting 
all settlement activities in occu- 
pied Arab lands including Jeru- 
salem and stopping violation of 
human rights there... 

“While affirming their conn. 

tries’ commitment to the (nuc- 
lear) Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(the ministers) urge Israel to join 
the .treaty and put- its nuclear 
facilities and installations under 
the supervision of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency...” 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN... 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

*Uphotetry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 
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P.OJ3ox 2206 Amman, Jordan 
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Open daily 
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4 Rent & Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AhliyyahjGirts School 

TaJtm wm y e n rice 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL €30908 



MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take cane of the works. 

Door to Door, 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 

660507 or 660508 




' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight / 



TAIWAN TOUBISB0 

New management by] 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

|Jaba! Amman-3rd Circle 
TeL: 641093 
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[MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open J1JQ.X-30 ii frOv-II X daih\ 

Tain away Is — — ilwhin' 

Wadi Saqra Road '• 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
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International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 
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Jebel Amman - SnfChde 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Sox 9403 - Fax 602434 ' 
Telex "23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
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Palestinian, Lebanese 
basketball teams to play 
friendlies in Amman 


By Ataen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Basketball fans 
have a bustling week of activity to 
look forward to as A! Jazireh 
hosts a women's team from the 
occupied territories and Homent- 
men hosts therr Lebanese coun- 
terpart, Homentmen- Lebanon’s 

men's and women's teams from 
July 27-Aug. 2. 

The visiting teams will play a 
series of matches in Amman at A1 
Orthodoxi. Jordan Sports Fed- 
eration for the Handicapped 
(JSFH) and Homentmen courts. 

AI AmaJ A1 Catholic from 
Bethlehem and Sariyet Rama] 1 ah 
will be playing as a unified team 
against AI Jazireh, AI Orthodoxi 
and AI Ahli. While Homentmen- 
Lebanon will play AI Jazireh, AI 
Orthodoxi and Homentmen- 
Jordan. 

These matches are part of AI 
Jazireh’s and Homentmen's pre- 
parations for the upcoming 
under-22 and first division bas- 
ketball championships. Hosting 
women's teams is also a clear 
indicator of the lack of such local 
competitions promised but yet 
not fulfilled by the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation. 

The unified women’s team 
from the occupied territories — 
considered a top women's team 
— will be playing in Amman for 
the first time. Lebanon's Ho- 
mentmen on the other hand, last 
played in Amman in 1981 win- 


ning six of eight matches they 
played then against AI Ahli, the 
University of Jordan, AJ Ortho- 
dox! and Homentmen. 

Following is the schedule of the 
matches of the two visiting teams: 
Monday, July 27 
Homentmen-Lebanon vs. 
Homentmen- Amman — Ho- 
mentmen court (7 p.m. women's 
match, 9 p.m. men’s match). 
Tuesday -, July 28 
Palestinian team vs. AI Jazireh 

— JSFH court 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 29 
Palestinian team vs. AI Ahli — 

JSFH court 6 p.m. 

AI Orthodoxi vs. Homentmen- 
Lebanon (women's match) 8:30 
p.m. AI Orthodoxi court. 

AI Orthodoxi vs. Homentmen- 
Lebanon (men's match) 10 p.m. 
Ai Orthodoxi court. 

Thursday, July 30 
AJ Orthodoxi vs. Palestinian 
team — AI Orthodoxi court 6 
p.m. 

Friday, July 31 
Homentmen-Amman vs. 
Homentmen-Lebanon — 
(women's match 7:30 p.m., men’s 
match 9 p.m) — Homentmen 
court. 

Palestinian team vs. AI Ja2ireh 

— JSFH court 6 p.m. Sunday. 
Aug. 2. 

AI Jazireh vs. Homentmen- 
Lebanon (women's match) 6 JO 
p.m. JSFH court. 

AI Jazireh vs. Homentmen- 
Lebanon (men’s match) 8 p.m. 
JSFH court. 


Mansell takes pole for 
German Grand Prix 


HOCKENHEIM, Germany (R) 
— . Briton Nigel Mansell im- 
proved his time in hot conditions 
during final qualifying Saturday 
to secure the 26th pole position of 
his career for Sunday's German 
Grand Prix. 

Mansell, driving his Williams 
with controlled determination in 
the closing stages of a relatively 
straightforward session, clocked a 
best time of one minute 3"/. 960 
seconds on the 6.802-km Hock- 
enheim circuit. 

It was the 38-year-old English- 
man’s ninth pole in 10 Grand Prix 
this year and makes him dear 
favourite to clinch his eighth win 
of the season in Sunday's 45-lap 
race in pursuit of his first World 
Championship triumph. 

Mansell's Williams team-mate 
Riccardo Patrese was second in a 
time of 1:38.310, but slid off the 
track immediately after his best 
lap in the dosing stages of the 
session, crashing heavily into a 
wall of tyres in the stadium com- 
plex. 

Defending world champion 
Brazilian Ayrton Senna finished 
third quickest with an improved 
time of 1:39.106, ahead of his 
team-mate Gerhard Berger of 
Austria. Frenchman Jean AJesi in 
the Ferrari and Michael Schu- 
macher, making his home Grand 
Prix debut in the leading Benet- 
ton. 

Patrese was uninjured in his 
aeddent, but the damage to his 
FW14B car added to the prob- 
lems which had descended on the 
team throughout the day. 

Mansell had been hit by clutch 
and gearbox difficulties during 
the morning free session. Both he 
and Patrese were forced to switch 
and share cars in the afternoon as 
-the Italian driver strove to join 
his team mate on the front row of 


the grid. 

In the end. Mansell said be was 
entirely satisfied with both bis 
time and the unselfish work of the 
Williams team in once again 
totally dominating the front row 
of the grid. 

“I'm feeling fine and very hap- 
py," Mansell said. "The team did 
a great job for Riccardo after ail 
the problems we had today, and 
we also managed to do a lot of 
homework for the race. 

“I decided there was no point 
in putting pressure on everyone 
and that is why I relaxed and did 
noiggp> Out early in the session. It 
gave die team time to get orga- 
nised especially as Riccardo also 
had k load of problems yester-’ 
day." 

Mansell warned that so many 
cars were spinning and sliding off 
the track dial debris was a real 
danger to competitors. 

Mansell declined to comment 
on his future, saying he was con- 
centrating on the job in hand — 
winning this race and dosing in 
on the world title. 

After seven wins in nine races, 
he only needs three more victor- 
ies to claim his first tide. He leads 
the championship with 76 points 
to Patrese's 40. 

Mansell said his car had had a 
hole torn into the side during the 
qualifying session by debris. 

“Debris has been a problem 
here all weekend here," he said. 

Patrese said he bad enjoyed a 
much better day and refused to 
blame anyone for his aeddent at 
the end of the session. 

He said: “I was pushing very 
hard and had a misunderstanding 
with Martin Brundle. I had to 
brake very hard and I slipped off 
into the wall. That was it — * 
no-one to blame." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

£>1991 TnlMia Mama Sarvtcam, Inc. 


QUICK WAT TO BETTER BIDDING 


l North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 7 

: ? s 

0KQJ83 

* AQJ105 

WEST EAST 

*2 * K 10 6 4 3 

9KQJ10876 
4 9 5 

} 9 5 v A 10 4 

*86 *9743 

SOUTH 

* Q J9 8 5 
9 A 9 2 

v 7 6 2 

* K2 

T£e bidding: 

.■West North East South 

-4 9 4 NT Pass 6 0 

;Pass Pass Pass 

• Opening lead: Two of * 

\ America’s most prolific bridge 
•writer is at it again, and be has 
[produced another winner: 500 Win- 

jiing Bridge Tips by Edwin Kan tar 
1163 pp., paperback, $10.95 post- 
-paid, SI 1.95 in California. U.S. 
■funds for Canadian orders. AvgO- 
lahle from the author, Box 427, Ven- 
ice, Calif. 90294) There is hardly a 
-facet of bidding that is not dis* 
-cussed, and some of the advice, as 
Kantar is the first to admit, is con- 
troversial But even when we dis- 
agree with him, the arguments he 
advances are persuasive. 


If you study the book, you will 
have no difficulty understanding 
this auction. Kan tar’s tip is that, 
after an opening preemptive bid of 
four hearts, an overcall of four no 
trump is a minor-suit takeout; a 
double would be takeout when 
spades is one of the suits held. 
Hence South's bid of five diamonds. . 

D eclar er rose with dummy's ace 
on the opening spade lead and led 
the Hng of diamonds- East shot up 
with the ace and cashed the king of 
spades. An expert West would dis- 
card the king of hearts to deny pos- 
session of the ace, but the defender 
discarded the four of hearts, which 
carried the same message. 

Since it was obvious to East that 
the defenders were not going to get 
any tricks in the rounded suits 
(hearts and dubs), the setting trick 
would have to come from trumps, bo 
E ast continued with a low spade. 
West dutifully ruffed with the nine, 
and East’s ten was promoted to the 
setting trick. 

Here's a bonus tip: When a player 
preempts at a high level, the hand - 
almost certainly contains a single- 
ton and the defender is likely to lead 
it 1% instead, the defender leads the 
suit of the preempt, the singleton is 
probably in declarer’s trump suit 

These tips will clarify oodles of 
bidding situations for you. While 
you are at it you also might get this 
book as a gift for your partner. It 
will make your lot easier. 


Qatar upsets Egypt In Olympics 
soccer preliminary round 


SABADELL, Spain (AP) — 
Mubarak Nooralla’s late goal 
against the run of play gave Qatar 
a surprise 1-0 win over Egypt in 
preliminary round Group B of 
the Olympic soccer tournament. 

Nooralla's header inside the 
penalty area in the 74th minute 
capped a well-crafted move start- 
ing with a cross from left by Adel 
AI Mulla. 

Egypt, which sent a team to the 
1990 World Cup finals in Italy, 
had scattered scoring chances 
throughout the game but wasted 
them with sloppy and slow 
finishing. 

Qatar moved into second place 
after the first night of round- 
robin Group B play, behind 
Spain on goal difference. The 
Spaniards beat Colombia 4-0 in 
their opener. 

The president of worl d soccer's 
governing body FIFA, Joao 
Havelange of Brazil, was among 
the sparse crowd watching the 
two Arab teams. 

In a match marked by rough 
play, yellow cards and expul- 
sions. Spain routed Colombia in 
an opening-round game of the 
1992 Olympics. 

Josep Guardiola, who plays for 
European Cup-champion Barce- 
lona, and Quico each tallied a 
goal and an assist for Spain. 

Guardiola redirected a Quico 
pass off an indirect kick 10 mi- 
nutes into the game. Spain led 3-0 
by halftime. 


Colombia’s offense was ham- 
pered by die expulsion of its top 
scorer, Ivan Valendano, 17 mi- 
nutes into the game. 

The speedy forward who plays 
for Atlanta in the Italian League 
was called for rough play after be 
'collided with Spain's Juan Lopez. f 

Spain didn’t have a man advan- 
tage for long. Lopez' was thrown 
out five minutes after Vaien- 
ciano, also for rough play. At 
game's end, both players had just 
nine players on the field. 

Rafael Beiges and Luis Enri- 
que also tallied goals. 

In their next matches in Group 
B play. Spain takes on Egypt and 
Colombia plays Qatar, both 
Monday. 

In Zaragoza, Andrazej Jusko- 
wiak scored once at each end of 
the game to lift Poland to a 2-0 
victory over Kuwait in both 
teams’ opening Group A pre- 
liminary round game at the 
Olympic soccer tournament Fri- 
day. 

Earlier Friday, Alessandro 
Melli and Demetiio Alberti ni 
scored early, giving Italy a lead 
that outlasted the United States’ 
second-half rally for a 2-1 victory 
in the first event of the 1992 
summer Olympics. 

Italy dominated the first 30 
minutes of the game, played one 
day before the XXV Olympics 
officially opened, and restricted 
the United States to one shot, a 
20 metres blast high over the bar. 


But after the first half hour, the. 
United States setded, pressured 
Italy — a team of all but four first 
division professionals through the . 
final hour and got its one goal on 
Joe-Max Moore’s 65th minute ■ 
blast. 

“It was a splendid game, espe- 
cially in the first half,” said Ita- 
lian coach Cesare Maldani. "The 
United States played with a lot of 
will and power and surprised us." 

Italy had four shots in the first 
12 minutes, while its goalkeeper, 
Francesco Antonioli of first- 
division dub AC Milan, did not 
have to make a save until the 38th 
minute. 

Melli scored in the 13th mi- 
nute, taking a pass as he crossed 
the 18-metre line*and shooting to 
U.S. keeper Brad Friedel's left. 
Friedel made the save with an 
outstretched hand, but Melli co- 
vered the rebound and calmly 
sent a second shot into the corner 
to Friedel’s right. 

With Italy still firnly in con- 
trol. Sampdoria’s Renato Buso 
set up the Italians' second score, 
curling a pass across tht outside 
of the box to Albertini. 

Albertini outraced American 
defender Erik Imler to the ball on 
the far side of the penalty area, 
and put a low shot from 18 metres 
back across the goal into the left 
comer. 

“We've tried to start our games 
playing good soccer, fast soccer," 
MaJdini said. “I think we have 


the players with the technical 
ability to do that" 

The United States gained some 
momentum in die final 15 -mi- 
nutes, getting four shots arid two 
scoring, opportunities. Michael 
Bums sent a header Qver the bar 
from 10 metres as he collided 
with an Italian defender in the 
penalty area, and Gobi Jones was 
stopped from five metres by 
Antorrioti. 

“We knocked on the door but 
we just couldn’t finish," U.S. 
coach l iOtl iar Osiander said. "In- 
nocent teams have a problem 
with finishing off. We do get 
there, but then struggle.” 

Finally the Americans were re- 
warded, on a seldom called in- 
fraction. 

Spanish referee Diaz Vega cal- 
led Antonioli for taking too many 
steps on a punt, giving the United 
States an indirect kick just inside 
the penalty area. Cam Rast tap- 
ped the ball to Bums, who stop- 
ped it for Moore and allowed him 
to blast it into the upper right 
comer. 

The victory puts Italy in a 
commanding position in Group 
A. with a game against Poland 
scheduled for Monday while the 
United States faces Kuwait. Italy 
finishes its first-round schedule 
Wednesday with the quarterfinals 
set to begin on Aug. 1. 

The top two teams in each of 
the four, four-team groups adv- 
ance to the quarterfinals, which 
start single-elimination play. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 26, 1992 

By ‘Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
sure to take into consideration 
your gift of prophetic insight in 
deciding the principles under 
which you wist to operate in the 
days ahead. Don’t wait for a crisis 
to make up your mind. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It is 
through friends and acquintances 
that you will today be able to 
envision the right means by which 
to have benefits continue for some- 
time in -your life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
Contact the most rounded and well 
versed bigwig available who knows 
your ambitions and get recom- 
mendations on how to . handle a 
business proposition. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever arrangements you want ' 
to make of a. different nature are 
best consummated if you bring 
some new talent in to help you with 
them at first. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2I)Therearc some conditions 
from the past that you can rectify 
so that you and your attachment 
will be in a greater harmonious 
rapport. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An 
outside associate you want to know 
better will be more amenable to 
yoiir wishes if you introduce this 
person to one you have long 
known well. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Some gadget to modern 
method or formula you have not 


apply before this is just what you 
need to solve that enigmatic prob- 
lem at your home. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Communicate with others and 
make arrangements for the recrea- 
tions and die amusements you 
would like to engage in with some 
dose usual companions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you do of a 
financial nature should now be- 
discussed and have the approval of- 
a very modern thinking and up to - 
date family member. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have some 
personal goals you have been able 
to do little about but yon have die 
opportunity today to contact out- 
riders who can be of real helpful- 
ness. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A private concern 
about money can be alleviated by 
getting into more up to date ways 
to handle your practical and mun- 
dane activities. 

AQUARIUS:, (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now have the urge to 
see and be with friends you have 
known for sometime past and it is 
one of your best days to have such 
joint pleasures in meeting. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your best bet to get ahead is to 
go to one who is apt to hold you 
down but who at the same time can 
release and give you the backing 
you desire. 


THE BETTER HALF, By Harris 

I HARR'S 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Germans hit by another doping scandal 

BARCELONA (R) — Shot-putter Kalman Konya has been 
dropped from Germany’s Olympic team after refusing to undergo 
a random doping test. German team official Heiner Henze said 
Saturday he had been informed by the German Athletics 
Federation (DLV) that Konya would not be allowed to compete 
in Barcelona. “We have been informed this morning and expect 
more information. We believe it is a problem in the area of 
doping.” Mr. Henze said. DLV spokesman Lutz Nebenthal 
confirmed Konya had refused several times to appear for a drug 
test. “He was asked several times to appear for testing and did 
not. A two-month ban would normally apply in this case,” 
Nebenthal said from the German city of Darmstadt. 

Indurain all but wins Tour 

BLOIS, France (AP) — Miguel Indurain all but won his second 
straight Tour De France, crushing his opponents. in .the last 
individual time trial. Indurain' 28, nearly tripled his lead over 
second-place Claudio Chiappucci of Italy, stretching the margin 
from 1 minute, 42 seconds to 4 minutes, 35 seconds. The Spaniard 
set a blistering 55 kilometre-per-hour (34 mph) pace and nearly 
overtook Chiappucci, who started three minutes ahead of him, in 
the final 100 metres.. "I was worried about Chiappucci, because 
you never know what to expect from him," Indurain said. "From 
now on, final victory shouldn’t escape me. I’m happy to win this 
stage and wear the yellow Jersey.” 

Man walks to Olympics — from Bucharest 

BARCELONA (R) — A 58-year-old Romanian has walked 3,300 
kilometres from Bucharest to Barcelona to be at the Olympics — 
and prove that old sportsmen can still get up and go. Ion Nelescu, 
a retired chemical engineer, readied Barcelona Tuesday after- 
noon 95 days after he set out from the Romanian capital and 11 
kilos (24 pounds) lighter. He slept in a tent on the way. “I came to 
talk to my compatriots and see the Olympic Games opening 


ceremony," Nelescu, a competitive walker in his youth, told 
reporters. “The aim of my trip is to show the retired that it is 
better to take part in life rather than to stay at home doing 
nothing.” ° 

Courier, Graf are top Olympic seeds 

Spain (AP) — Jim Courier will play Stefan 
Edberg in the first round of the Olympics — not in singles, but in 
doubles. Courier and American teammate Pete Sampras were 
paired against the veteran Swedish tandem of Edberg and Anders 
Jarryd in Friday's draw. Both doubles teams are iiny^ c d Th e 
top-ranked Courier fared better in singles, where his* first 
opponent will be Ramesh Krishnan of India, ranked 200th. 
Courier could have a quarterfinal match against Spaniard Emili o 
Sanchez, who is~certain to receive boisterous support from the 
crowd. Steffi Graf, a gold medalist in 1988, was seeded No. 1 in 
women’s singles and will face Helen Kelesi of Canada in the 
opening round. Barcelonan Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario was seeded 
second, just ahead of Americans Jennifer Capjriati and Mary Joe ' 
Fernandez. Absent will be three of the worlcTs foUr top^rahked '^ 
women — Yugoslav Monica Seles, American Martina Navratilo- , 
va and Argentinian Gabriela Sabatini. They skipped the Federa- 
tion Cup last year, making them ineligible for Olympic competi- 

Ben Johnson trains in Lisbon 

LISBON (R) — Canadian sprinter Ben Johnsdn, who dis- 
appeared from sight in Barcelona where be bad been expected to 
prepare for the Olympics with his i national, team, has been training 
secretly m Lisbon since Wednesday. His attempt to avoid media 
attention while preparing for the 100 metres event on July 31 was 
discovered Friday when reporters tracked him down to a Lisbon 
gymnasium and the track at the National Stadium on the outsorts 
of the city. But he refused to speak to journalists and angrily told 
a television crew to leave him alone. His coach, Percy Duncan, 
said the athlete had fled Barcelbna to escape the attentions of the 
press. “This is not so much pressure from the press here as in 
other countries,” Duncan told reporters. 


Peanuts 



“Are you sure this is a good 
restaurant? There’s a coin-operated 
stomach pump in the ladies room.” 



Unscramble ttierie four Jumbfae£ - f 
one letter to each square, to fomr- - 
four ordinary words. 


X SCRAMBLED WORD. (SAME 
fry Henri Arnold and Bob'.Lee'. 


Did you hear that *• > 
--Gregory had an aeddant? 


CAMIG 



LG 





TENKO 



^LC 

LL 


UKLEI 

-I 
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JL 


MACEEB 
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LJ 

LJ 

— 

LJ 
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THE ONLY WAY A 
HAM ACTOR WAS ABLE 
TO SET INTO h CAST 
WAS TO VO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: [Ulj] A QJJ 


WE WERE SUPPOSED T0 BE | 
FLYIN6 TO HOLLYWOOD! 



THEN IT STARTED TO 
RAIN, AND the pilot 
JUMPED OUT AND I WASIj 
IN MY OWN BACKYARD! 





WHERE'S THAT I 
PILOT?! I'M 
60NNA FOUND 
HIM!! 


AH!B0NJ0UR ( MADEM0I5ELLE! 

I AM THE- FAMOUS SERGEANT] 
OF THE FOREIGN LE6ION... 




Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles MADAM EXPEL BEATEN FLORID 
Answer What the home life of those two physicians 
was— A “PARADOX" (pair of docs) 



THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Fliegner 


ACROSS 

1 Land measure 
5 Defraud 

9 Disburse 

14 Reporter 

15 Region 

16 Yesterday's 
tomorrow 

17 Operate solo 

18 Pack down 

19 Type size 

20 Wheeler dealer, 
perhaps 

23 Max. lady 

24 Dub 

25 Stand or well 
lead-in 

27 Barrel makar 
32 Part oT SWAK 
36 “Bus Stop" 
author 

39 Space org. 

40 Temporarily 

43 NY etty 

44 Bartok 

45 British — 

46 ©trafte-Hke 
animals 

48 Piece — 

50 Music symbol 
53 Annul 

58 Suffer reverses 

63 Body of water 

64 Theater award 

65 Ingots 

66 Speechify 

67 Ruse, saint 
66 To be In Paris 

69 Sot . 

70 Lacerate 

71 Port navigator 

DOWN 

1 1sraeli neighbors 

2 Nobel chemist 

3 Monarch's 
tenure 

4 Poetry Muse 

5 Michael Keaton 
movie role 

' 6 Dies — 

7 -Faulty car 
‘8&. latter 
9 Sound system 
10 Negri of old 
movies 

,11 Rerise.copy . 


■ 

w. 

11 

12 

i> 

ia 





IB 



- 





. ; 




01902 T riBcni Mad* 
AI FUgna Daman 


12 Defense pact . 
acrortym 

13 Colorist 

21 — Free State 

22 Host 

26 Franklin’s "toy" 

28 Smal Mis 

29 Bucket 

30 Laborer of yore 

31 From — to 
.riches 1 

32 Hairdo 

33 Screwbafl 
34— -la Douce 
35 Dance 

movement 
<37 Zero ‘ 

38 Fed. agent 

41 Buddy of screen 
and TV . - 

42 “Carmen'’ 
composer 

47 Laundry worker 
49 Attain the love 
of 

51 Fin 

52 — d’hote 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnmrn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnun 
nran nnnra nnnnon 
nnnti nnnnu 
mnnnnrr, nnnnnrcnn 
nnnnn nnnnn rnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn Qnanii 
nnjnnnmnin nnrannn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
moan nmnnnmnnnu 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


54 Scoffed 

55 Strads 
counterpart 


58 — the bIB 

59 Top: pref. 

60 Frog starter 


56 FIrma or cotta 61 Past due 

57 Curves 62 Baltic dry * 
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More Japanese break tradition, change jobs 


TOKYO' (R) — Record Bombers 
of Japanese are switching jobs, 
beating the country's tradition! of 
string in the same job for Hfe, a 
government spokesman said Fri- 


In the year to February, 2.77 
. Bullion Japanese changed jobs. 
While these workers accounted 
foronly 4.4 per cent of die labour 
force, the figure was the highest 
since such snivels began in 1984. 

• “It used to be dut Japanese, 
worked at the same place until 
drey, retired,” an agency official 
said. “But this has changed over 
the past-few years, albeit-at a slow, 
pace.” 


The reason for tire change in- 
cluded a labour shortage and a 
general loosening of traditions, 
be said. 

Workers with experience in 
numerous companies have often 
been looked down on for lacking 
seriousness and a .coope ra tive 
mint, important qualities - in 


There, are also -financial mo- 
tives fa staying with one firm, 
with prorotioa and . pay rises 
based, on seniority. Another fac- 
tor is mnify, since full-time 
workers in Japan are rarely , dis- 
missed before reaching die legal 
retirement age- - 
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The results of the latest govern- 
ment survey show that most 
workers who deckled to change 
jobs did so voluntarily rather than 
as a result of being fired or of 
their company going bankrupt. 

The main reason was changing 
jobs was to get better working 
conditions. 

A business executive group re- 
cently urged that Japan, with its 
chronic labour shortage, should 
welcome and train unskilled fore- 
ign workers to help cut the mxm- 
bere of foreigners living illegally. 

. Private companies should 
establish training schemes lasting 
up to thre e years for workers 
from, .overseas, including those 
without job expertise, according 
fo the Japan Association of 
Corporate Executives (Keizai 
Boyukai). 

The proposal was designed to 
give migrant workers a chance to 
learn stalls which could eventual- 
ly be used back home, an associa- 
tion spokesman said. 

“We are hoping that the skills 
they learn from the programme 
could contribute to the economic 
development of their countries.'' 
he added. 

The proposal was not directly 
aimed ax reducing the number of 
illegal foreign workers already 
here, who would hot be eligible 
for training, or at solving the 
labour shortage, be said. 

“But the programme, if carried 
out, would indirectly help reduce 
the number of illegal foreign 
workers (by encouraging them to 
leave and reapply for visas) as 
well as filling in the gap in the 
labour market,” he said. 


Currently, skilled foreigners 
are allowed to work in Japan but 
those without skills are banned. 
Despite this, more than 100,000 
foreigners — most from Asia — 
are believed to be working in 
Japan illegally. 

The association shares the gov- 
ernment’s view that Tokyo 
should maintain its ban on unskO- j 
led foreign workers. j 

The association also urged the 
Japanese government to set up 
“Japan centres" abroad to help 
foreigners prepare to work here. 

Japan arrested a record 32,908 
foreigners in 1991 for working 
illegally and has deported most of 
them. 

South Koreans topped the list 
with 9,782, followed by 7,700 
Iranians, 4,855 Malaysians and 
3,249 Thais, the Justice Ministry 
said in a report. 

- More than 23,000 foreign 
workers were arrested in 1990. 

“We believe this is just the tip 
of the iceberg because a much 
larger number of foreigners are 
staying illegally,” a ministry offi- 
cial said. 

The ministry said there were a 
record 216399 illegal i mmigra nts 
as of Nov. 1, 1991, up 35 per cent 
from six months before. 

This number was calculated by 
examining records of those enter- 
ing and leaving Japan, the official 
said, adding that the ministry 
does not know where the remain- 
der are. 

Of this figure, 32,751 were 
Thais, 30,976 South Koreans, 
29,620 Philippines and 25379 
Malaysians, it said. 


AMXSNhJN nNANCIAL HMUC&T 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHM8ISAS! 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 25/07/19*1 


COMPANY'S NAME 


JORDAN KUWAIT RANI 
THE BOOSING BANS 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING L I NV E S TMENT 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANE 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT /OLD 

REAL ESTATE INVESTOQfT 

NATIOMK. PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

BSXT ELHAL SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR BOOSING 

RAVE OF JORDAN 

UNIVERSAL INSURANCE ' 

JBBBMIIAN ELECTRIC POWER* 

ARAB XNTEKNATIOKAL HOTELS 
LZVBSTOK E POULTRY 
XXBXD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 
UNITED TODDLE EAST B COMMODORE HOTELS 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
MACUia^RX. nQOIP. RENTING .6 MAINTENANCE ,• 
j PETRA SNTRPRiqKS B.EOOrPMSNTS LEASING. # 
I JORDAN' ODIj/R^.^TATt iJtl£ESTHENT Vi... 
ARAB PAPER CONVERSING" 6 TRADING 
JORDAN DAXRf * . **. 

ARAB ALOMXNXDM INDUSTRY 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUST R Y 
MB AL DANA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 
. INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. A CHEMICALS 
NAnoNAL INDUSTRIES . 

JORDAN OniOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
RAF LA IHBOSTAIKS 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
SPINNING S WEAVING 

NATIONAL CABLE .S MIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SOLPHO-CSSaCAU 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
ARAB INVESTMENT £ ZMERNATIOKAL TRADE 


TRADING PREV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 


JD 

PMCE 



740 

1-870 

1.350 

1.850 

750 

2-500 

2.500 

2.500 

3.375 

2.250 

2.250 

2.250 

17,853 

2-76D 

2. BOO 

2.823 

8,607 

1.1SO 

2.140 

1.140 

5,950 

1.080 

1.070 

1.070 

37,663 

3.150 

3.050 

3.090 

1X3,351 

3.120 

3.070 

3.100 

143 

14.750 

14.250 

14.250 

22,573 

1.300 

1.370 

1.370 

5, IBB 

1.360 

1.260 

1.260 

2,600 

4.010 

4.000 

4.000 

20,814 

1.330 

1.320 

1.330 

730 

0.700 

0.730 

0.730 

168.256 

' 1.600 

1.570 

1.540 

715 

0.270 

0.260 

0.260 

' . ”P 

. 1.010 

.0.990 

0.990 

5,491 

0.950 

0.940 

0.930 


..0.720 ,-,.0-700 
1-500 1.470 


JORDAN PETROLEUM REFlNMtZ 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
TRADING VOLUME UT THE PARALLEL MARKET 



Proofreader required 

The Jordan Times is looking for a proofreader to work 
mainly in the afternoon and evening hours. Only those 
highly proficient in English, and preferably with some work 
experience, need apply. 

For Interviews, call 667171, Ext 224 
between 12 and 4 only. 


r Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


N> 


". Mel Gibson... in 

BIRD ON A WIRE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:15. &30, 1030 

Special shows for children at 11 a.m. on Thursdays, 

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays , 



Play for the whole family 


Please can AI Mashtni Theatre .to arrange for special 
ances to schools and summer centres. 

Soon Abu Awad wfl be performing in - 

TA’A U QAIMEH (CHAOS) 



AHLAli theatre 

NabO and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

“‘AMan New World and Local 
. Orders” ... J 

\ . Show «a*ls n SdO pja. y 



Alan Greenspan 


Jordanians, Egyptians want 
better compensation deal 
from RCC1 liquidators 


Greenspan 
rejects idea 

of lower 
dollar 

WASHINGTON (R) — Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan has rejected the na- 
tion of a lower dollar to further 
boost the competitiveness of 
U.S. goods on world markets. 

“I see no net benefit to the 
U.S. economy from a further 
depreciation of the dollar,” he 
told a House of Representatives 
banking subcommittee. 

What little strength the U.S. 
economy has exhibited in recent 
months has come from exports 
and some economists have advo- 
cated a lower dollar to increase 
the competitiveness of U.S. 
goods abroad. 

The U.S. currency fell close to 
record low levels against them 
German mark last Monday but 
then bounced back sharply after 
the Fed and other central banks 
stepped into the market to buy 
dollars. 

Mr. Greenspan also said long- 
term U.S. interest rates that gov- 
ern borrowing for everything 
from home mortgages to corporate 
bonds could fall significantly, but 
that will only happen when inves- 
tors are convinced that inflation 
has been conquered. 

“Long-term rates have a good 
long way to go down if inflation 
could be purged from the sys- 
tem,” the Fed chairman said. 

Mr. Greenspan has openly ack- 
nowledged that he has been puz- 
zled by the failure of long-term 
interest rates to fall in line with 
the short-term ones which the 
Fed controls. 

On July 2 the Fed cut its key 
discount rate to three per cent, a 
29-year low, but long-term rates 
remain well above . that level. 
Home mortgage rates, for exam- 
ple, stand over eight per cent, 
although they have declined 
somewhat recently. 

Japan to cut 
discount rate 

TOKYO (R) — The Bank of 
Japan (BOJ) has decided to cut 
the official discount rate to 3.25 
per cent from 3.75 per cent early 
next week, a senior Japanese 
government source said Satur- 
day. The source, who is dose to 
the central bank, told Reuters the 
central bank would hold a special 
policy board meeting Monday to 
make the formal decision on the 
rate cut. The cut should reduce 
other interest rates, malting cre- 
dit more readily available to con- 
sumers and corporations and 
helping the sluggish Japanese 
economy. The government said 
Friday after a special cabinet 
meeting that it would adopt 
another economic package 
featuring a supplementary budget 
to boost the economy. Kyodo 
News Agency quoted analysts as 
saying the BOJ move was also 
aimed at supporting the declining 
share market, which Friday hit its 
lowest level since April 1986. The 
BOJ cut the discount rate four 
times from July last year through 
April. 


AMMAN (R) — A representa- 
tive for depositors with the foiled 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI) said Friday 
he saw enough support for a new 
compensation deal to force 
changes in a plan held up in court 
this week. 

Add Elias, a member of the 
British BCCI creditor committee, 
said after meeting depositors in 
Cairo and Amman that creditors 
strongly back efforts to revise a 
scheme approved by majority 
shareholders which was held up 
in a Luxembourg court this week. 

The court ruled Monday that 
creditors of BCCI, which col- 
lapsed after allegations of mas- 
sive fraud, must be consulted 
over the compensation plan 
worked out over seven months of 
negotiations between majority 
shareholders Abu Dhabi and li- 


quidator Touche Ross. 

The plan would give creditors 
between 30 and 40 per cent of lost 
deposits from liquidation pro- 
ceeds. It had previously been 
approved by courts m England 
and the Cayman Islands. 

“Not a single depositor has 
come forward to say yes to this 
agreement, not even one,” Mr. 
Elias, also head of the BCCI 
Depositors' Protection Associa- 
tion, told Reuters after informa- 
tion meetings in Jordan and 
Egypt. 

“There is tremendous support 
for a better deal,” he said, adding 
that other association members 
were seeing, depositors around 
the world and major creditors 
would coordinate their actions in 
the next few weeks. 

The Luxembourg judge has 
ordered that all known unsecured 


creditors should be consulted by 
the bank's liquidators betweeen 
now and Oct. 1 before a new 
bearing on Oct. 1. 

Financial sources said majority 
opposition to the plan could 
threaten the deal. 

Mr. Elias said 50 depositors in 
Jordan, about one-third of the 
total, who bold about S100 mil- 
lion in BCCI deposits attended an 
information meeting Friday and 
gave him power of attorney to 
reject the current deal. 

He said be hopes to raise com- 
pensation to 75 per cent, payable 
immediately. 

Under the current plan Abu 
Dhabi would inject ($1.7 billion 
to help pay back 30 to 40 per cent 
of creditors' losses in return for 
depositors giving up legal claims 
against the emirate. 


Turkish stocks lose shine 
for U.S. , European investors 


ISTANBUL (R) — Foreign in- 
vestors once eager to taste the 
delights of the Istanbul ’Stock 
Exchange are now thinking twice 
before being tempted by Turkish 


equities. 

Foreiei 


Foreign capital into Istanbul’s 
market comes mainly from Bri- 
tain. the United States, France 
and Switzerland. 

“Three years ago Turkey was 
the flavour of the day. It is not 
the case any more," said a fund 
manager at the Paris-based Ban- 
que Indosuez, recalling the heady 
days of 1989 when Istanbul was 
the world's top performer in 
emerging markets. 

This year it was sunk to bottom 
of the list as Turkey struggles to 
lift its inflation-ridden economy 
out of recession. 

The market, capitalised at 
$11.5 billion with an average dai- 
ly turnover of 270 billion lira 
($38.5 million), lost 39 per cent in 
dollar terms in the year to June, 
according to the emerging mar- 
kets price index of the Interna- 
tional Finance Corporation 
(IFC). 


But buyers have been back in 
the last few weeks, sending the 
index up 23 per cent since May. 
The price/eaming (P/E) ratio 
firmed to 11.3 in July after falling 
to 8.7 in May from 15.8 last 
December and the IFC rated 
Turkey as June's top performer. 

The lira’s steadiness against the 
dollar — almost unchanged since 
June after a 38 per cent loss in the 
first five months — gave the 
index a fillip. Seasonally lower 
inflation, tax and capital markets 
reforms, and good interim com- 
pany results also helped. 

Fund managers abroad, 
however, want signs of long-term 
economic recovery before com- 
mitting themselves further. 

“The evidence of continuing 
economic progress will be very 
important,” said Jonathan Harri- 
son at London-based Ivory Sime, 
which manages investments in 
Turkey worth £20 million ($38.2 
million). These include the Tur- 
key Trust listed on the London 
Stock Exchange. 

Portfolio managers of emerg- 
ing markets are seeking a sus- 


tained drop in inflation, a stable, 
currency and a speedy sell-off of 
debt-laden state enterprises. 

“Nobody is looking for a mira-. ■ 
de, but they want to see a down- - 
ward trend in interest rates,” said- ; 
Donna Pullini, international sales, 
manager at Global Brokerage.- 
House. 

Deposit interest rates are still ‘ 
higher than 75 per cent despite a 
drop in inflation to 65.8 per cent i 
in June from 71.1 at end-1991. 

In May the government 
enacted a capital markets law to 
ban insider trading, permit short- 
selling and allow new instru- 
ments. A tax law in June gave 
relief to pension funds and insur-' 
ance firms keeping at least a 
quarter of their portfolios in 
stocks. 

But analysts say more is 
needed to promote foreign capit- 
al in a market still driven by 
short-term speculation. 

“What we really want to see is 
a clear policy to promote a local 
investment base in the stock mar- 
ket," said the fund manager at 
Banque Indosuez. 


Paris Club halves Zambia’s debt 


PARIS (R) — The Paris Club of 
government creditors has agreed 
to cut in half Zambia's debts to 
foreign states, the French finance 
ministry said Friday. 

The ministry, which acts as 
secretary to the club, said the 
creditor nations took note of 
Zambia’s poverty and heavy debt 
burden at a meeting with Zam- 
bian officials Thursday and 
wanted to help its economic re- 
covery. 

The terms are similar to those 
already granted to a handful of 
other very poor nations and com- 
monly referred to as “Trinidad 
terms.’’ 

In 1990 Zambia had a total 
foreign debt of $7.22 billion, of 
which $2.82 billion was long-term 
debt owed to foreign govern- 
ments, according to World Bank 
figures. 

A French finance ministry offi- 
cial told Reuters the agreement 
covers just under $1 billion of 
debt. 

The creditor governments will 
have the choice of: 

— Writing off half of Zambia's 
debt service commitments due 
under non-concesaonal loans and 
rescheduling the rest over 23 
years with a six-year grace period 

— Rescheduling all their debts 
over 23 years at concessional 
rates so as to reduce the net 


present value of payments by 50 
per cent, or 

— Rescheduling all the debt at 
market rates over 25 years with a 
16-year grace period. 

The French ministry said the 
Paris Club welcomed the fact 
Zambia was undertaking an eco- 
nomic restructuring programme 
supported by the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Zambian President Frederick 
Chilaba, a former trade union 
leader, came to power in elec- 
tions last October on a platform 
of market economics and political 
pluralism. He replaced the long- 
ruling Kenneth Kaunda. 

The ministry said Zambia's 
concessional, overseas develop- 
ment assistance (ODA), debt will 
be rescheduled over a “very 
long” period. 

Creditors may also, if they 
choose, swap some of their debt 
claims for equity or engage in 
debt-or-nature, debt-for-aid or 
other local currency swaps. 

The dub agreed that, under 
certain conditions, they will meet 
again in three years to consider 
reducing Zambia’s stock of debt. 

Earlier, Britain, the former 
colonial power in Zambia, said it 
was giving the drought-hit coun- 
try a further £15 million ($28.55 
million) to help with balance of 
payments problems. 


A“ senior Zambian official said 
this month that Zambia's eco- 
nomy is expected to contract nine 
per cent fit 1992 instead of grow- 
ing two per cent as once hoped. 

“Recent estimates indicate that 
the Zambian economy will not be 
growing by two per cent as we 
had hoped. Instead, on account 
of the drought, we shall be ex- 
pecting a decliend in economic 
growth by nine per cent,” said 
Dean Mung’omba, deputy minis- 
try in the president's economic 
office. 

Mr. Mung'omba described 
Zambia’s balance of payments 
situation in 1992 as “mixed” 
adding that copper exports had 
not done well while non r 
traditional exports had started to 
move up. 

Copper production by the giant 
Zambia Consolidated Copper 
Mines (ZCCM), the country’s 
major foreign exchange earner, 
dropped to 386,763 tonnes fa the 
year ended March 31, from 
421390 tonnes the previous year. 

The flow of externa] aid had 
improved and Zambia was ex- 
pected to meet its 1992 balance of 
payment support target of $700 
million, the deputy minister said. 

Mr. Mung’omba said inflation - 
was still high — over 400 per cent 
annually at the end of 1991 — ' 
but dropping. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Volkswagen - Jetta, 1989 model, duty unpaid, gray colour, 
air conditioned and in excellent condition. Milage 39,000 
km only. 

Asking price: $7,500. 

Please contact Ibrahim, tel.: 825785 


Two Apartments For Rent 

One furnished in Abdoun and the other one, unfur- 
nished, located in Jabal Amman 4th Circle. 

For more details please call 829378 


An American style semi-villa: Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
one is master, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, central heating. Near 
the Modem English School, Khalda. 

Tel. 613297 


CARS FOR SALE 
(Duty Unpaid) 

1. Range Rover 1985. Metallic silver-blue: 3-door Air- 
conditioning. Resprayed: Regularly serviced. 

Off-road luxury at bargain price: JD 6,000 

2. Peugeot 505 GT1 family estate, 1989. Red. Air- 
conditioning, 8 seats, maintained by agent. Ideal family 
transport. JD 8,000. 

Both vehicles In first-class condition 
Contact British Embassy 
Tel.: 823100 (before 3:00 pjn.) 


I, Joga Singh s/o Kartara, Indian national, have lost my passport 
No. E 304184 issued at Amman on July 11th, 1990. 

Finder please contact nearest police station 
or Indian Embassy, tel. 637266 


Cjkas ban Jk ban Cdi&y 


D.D.S., M. Sc. (London) 

Formerly consultant & head of Oral Surgery 
Department at the Royal Medical Services 
Visiting advisor to the Oral Surgery and Dentistry Unit at 
Pharocn Hospital in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 


Now opened His Own Clin 


Jabal Amman, Third Circle, Rawhi Medical Centre 
opposite Khalidi Hospital 
. Clinic tel.: 658000 - Home 663063 
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Britain to call international 
conference on Yugoslavia 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain 
announced Saturday it was calling 
an international conference on 
Yugoslavia in the second half of 
August to try to bring peace to 
the country. 

The Foreign Office said in a 
statement the conference would 
bring together “the principal gov- 
ernments and parties concerned, 
the United Nations and other 
organisations to try to promote a 
. peaceful settlement m Yugos- 
lavia.” 

Britain bolds the rotating pres- 
idency of the European Com- 
munity, which has sought in vain 
to end the fighting. 

The announcement followed 
talks between Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali in New York earlier this 
week. 

It said the conference would be 
chaired jointly by Mr. Hurd and 
former British Foreign Secretary 
Lord Carrington, who has headed 
EC efforts to mediate in the 
various Yugoslav conflicts. 

A Foreign Office official said 
the conference, to be opened by 
Prime Minister John Major, 
would probably be held in 
London. 

Britain resisted earlier moves 
■ by some countries for an interna- 


tional conference, but the official 
said London had agreed it would 
broaden the peace effort at an 
appropriate time. 

“We believe that time has now 
come,” he said. 

The Foreign Office acknow- 
ledged the need for “the closest 
consultation between thhe Euro- 
pean Community, the CSCE 
(Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe) and the 
United Nations'* in the efforts to 
bring about peace. 

It said Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg would be visiting 
EC capitals, the U.N. and “the 
former Yugoslavia" to prepare 
for the conference. 

Lord Carrington is trying to 
arrange a further meeting with 
the leaders of the three warring 
factions in Bosnia- Herzegovina, 
in London Monday to discuss 
future constitutional arrange- 
ments for the republic, which has 
declared its independence. 

His office said Friday “positive 
replies” had been received from 
Radovan Karadzic, political lead- 
er of Bosnia's Serbs, and Croat 
leader Mate Boban. 

But it said Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na's Muslim president. Alija Izet- 
begovic, had not yet replied -to a 
letter sent on Lord Carrington’s 
behalf Thursday to the three 


leaders. 

“The talks will only go ahead if 
all three agree to come,” a 
spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, a U.N. humanita- 
rian convoy limped into Sarajevo 
Saturday, its attempts to reach 
embattled Gorazde shattered by 
land mines and fighting nearby. 
One member of the mission de- 
clared: “I am glad to be alive.” 

U.N. spokesman Mik Magnus- 
son, announcing the return of the 
vehicles .-said the' failed effort 
“illustrates the difficulty of ... 
humanitarian aid prospects” in 
war-tom Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

In Sarajevo, mortar rounds ex- 
ploded in front of the presidency 
building and In the old town to 
the east, briefly shattering the 
relative calm after overnight 
fighting. One person was killed 
and five were wounded in the old 
town attack. Five people were 
wounded, two of them seriously, 
in front of the presidency. 

The convoy was dispatched 
Thursday. It came within 12 
kilometres of Gorazde but de- 
cided to abort the effort to reach 
the town, surrounded by Serb 
forces, after it set off two mines 
and small-arms fire errupted 
nearby. 

“I am glad to be alive” said 
Fabrizio Hochschild the head of 


operations for Sarajevo's U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
team. “It was very very danger- 
ous, and I’m glad we got out.” 

Mr. Hochschild told reporters” 
the convoy was being escorted 
through no-man's land by a Seri) 
armoured personnel carrier and 
had stopped to collect the bodies 
of three Serb fighters when a 
truck and a U.N. armoured 
escort vehicle set off two mines. 

Shooting suddenly broke out, 
he related, adding: “At the time, 
J was sure we were under attack, 
in retrospect. I'm not sure/’ 

Though the trucks were car- 
rying some relief aid, the mission 
also was an attempt to show that 
the siege of Gorazde, reportedly 
in its 83rd day Saturday, could be 
broken. 

It was not certain when another 
attempt would be mounted to 
reach the town SO kilometres to 
the east of the Bosnian capital, 
where 70,000 residents and re- 
fugees are increasingly lacking 
food and other basics. 

Fierce artillery, mortar and in- 
fantry attacks were waged in 
Sarajevo Friday as Bosnian 
athletes left for the Barcelona 
Olympics, where they will com- 
pete without a flag. Artillery bat- 
tles continued overnight in the 
north of the city 


Czechs to pave way for independence 


PRAGUE (R) — The regional 
Czech government, reacting to 
'Slovakia’s declaration of 
sovereignty last week, is de r- 
mined to prepare its o^n inde- 
pendent state. Premier Vaclav 
Klaus said Wednesday. 

“We consider it entirely legiti- 
mate to prepare all necessary, 
institutions able to provide for 
the future independent function- 
ing of the Czech Republic,” Mr. 
Klaus said after his cabinet dis- 
cussed the first draft of a Czech 
constitution. 

“We have decided to prepare 
the constitution of an indepen- 
dent Czech Republic,” Deputy 
Premier Jan Kalvoda told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Klaus later left for Bratis- 
lava to discuss with bis Slovak 
counterpart Vladimir Meciar 
moves that could hasten the 
seemingly inevitable break-up of 
Czechoslovakia, including what 
federal institutions should pass to 
the country's two constituent re- 


publics. 

“I do not expect any dramatic 
outcome of today's meeting with 
Mr. Medar.” Mr. Klaus told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Klaus’s right-wing Civic 
Democratic Party (CDS) and Mr. 
Meciar's nationalist-minded 
Movement for a Democratic Slo- 
vakia (HZDS). with widely dif- 
fering views on Czechoslovakia's 
future set-up and on economic 
reforms, won elections in their 
respective regions almost seven 
weeks ago. 

The polls underlined the deep 
divisions between the western 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, 
where Mr. Medar was swept to 
power on a platform of loosening 
ties with Prague. 

Post-election negotiations be- 
tween Mb*. Klaus and Mr. Meciar 
were deadlocked on how to keep 
Czechoslovakia together. Since 
then, the two parts of the country 
have moved rapidly apart, culmi- 
nating in Monday’s resignation of 
Presiden t Vada Vnieh lei 


the country without a head of 
state. 

Last Friday. th_ Slovak region- 
al parliar -it overwhelmingly 
adopted a declaration of 
sovereignty. “It was a clear signal 
and we have to act accordingly,” 
Mr. Klaus told Czechoslovak 
Radio Wednesday. 

The sovereignty declaration 
was the first off a planned series 
of steps designed to lead to full 
international status for Slovakia, 
including adopting a foil constitu- 
tion and electing a Slovak presi- 
dent. 

Immediately after the declara- 
tion, Mr. Havel, blocked from 
reelection by Slovak deputies in 
the Federal Assembly earlier this 
month, announced his resigna- 
tion. 

Mr. Klaus said his cabinet was 
resolved to prepare a Czech con- 
stitution quickly but sees no need 
to match the pace of Slovakia. 
Mr. Meciar intends to have a 
vak constitution adopted next 

ionth. 


New Indian president calls for harmony 


NEW DELHI (R) — Shankar 
Dayal Sbarma took office as Indi- 
a's ninth president Saturday with 
a strong appeal for support from 
all religions for the secular ideals 
the country adopted on inde- 
pendence in 1947. 

In an emotional speech after 
being sworn in at the central hall 
of parliament, Mr. Sharma 
echoed the appeal to his prede- 
cessor’s final address for religious 
harmony in a country embroiled 
in a dangerous Teligious dispute. 

Mr. Sharma, in a nationally 
televised ceremony, quoted texts 
and famous authors from all Indi- 


an main religions — Hinduism, 
Islam, Sikhism, Christianity, 
Buddhism and Jainism — in sup- 
port of Teligious harmony and 
secularism. 

As he spoke, hardline Hindus 
were working round the clock on 
a platform marking the start of a 
temple at the site of a mosque in 
the holy northern town of 
Ayodhya. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao has been bolding talks 
to try to end the worst crisis of his 
year in office. 

The furore has sparked Hindu- 
Muslim riots over the past three 


yearn .i whii.ii more than 2,000 
people died. Nine more have 
been killed and hundreds injured 
in fresh outbr -ks over the past 
two weeks. 

The hardliners claim that in 
"building the mosque in 1S28 the 
first moghul emperor, Babur, 
tore down a temple marking the 
birthplace of Lord Rama, the 
most popular Hindu god. 

Muslims, a minority of 100 
million among India's overwhel- 
mingly Hindu 850 million people, 
say there is no evidence to sup- 
port the claim. 


Former French premier, ministers 
deny knowledge of tainted blood 


PARIS (AP) — Former Premier 
Laurent Fabius and two of bis 
ministers denied Friday that the 
government knowingly permitted 
hemophiliacs to be treated with 
AIDS-tainted blood in 1985. 

Anti-AIDS protesters pro- 
tested outside the Palais De Jus- 
tice during the testimony by 
Fabius, Georgina Dufoix, former 
social affairs minister, and 
Edmond Herve, ex-deputy health 
minister. 

“Fabius, Dufoix, Herve, 
murderers — you have blood on 
your hands” cried the protesters, 
from the militant Act Up. Others 
-dumped red dye in the nearby 
Saint Michel Fountain to symbol- 
ise contaminated blood. 

The trio were called to testify 
in the trial of four former health 
officials accused of failing to treat 
blood samples with heat to kill' 
the HIV virus, cause of acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). 

The defendants claim that they 
are being made scapegoats for a 
policy of which government' 
ministers were folly aware. None 
of the defendants, all senior doc- 
tors, was a cabinet official. 

'“Everybody knew about it, in- 
cluding me,” Michel Gairetta, 
the main defendant, said two 
weeks ago. But he added that he 
was afraid to confront his super- 
iors. . . 

Mr. Fabius, Ms. Dufoix and 
Mr. Harve all testified ignorance 
of the need to heat-treat blood 
stocks. Their focus in mid-1985 
was on mandatory HTV testing: 
for blood donors, they said. 

“I’d like to acknowledge the 
grief of the families,” Mr. Fabius 


told the packed courtroom, draw- 
ing boos from relatives of the 
hemophiliacs. 

“I never was made aware of 
heat treatments,” Mr. Fabius tes- 
tified. “As soon as the scientific 
elements were gathered, I de- 
cided for obligatory testing. It 
was my function as prime 
minister.” 

Mr. Fabius, who headed the 
Sodalist government from 1984 
to 1986, left through a back door 
under heavy police escort. 

Ms. Dufoix denied the claims 
of one defendant, Jacques Roux, 
that she rejected his appeals in 
early 1985 to import uncontamiiH 
ated blood from the United 
States. 

“To my knowledge, there was 
never a blockade on importing 
heat-treated products, at least not 
by me,” Ms. Dufoix said. 

Mr. Herve asserted that 
“financial and industrial consid- 
erations never slowed down any 
decision on health.” 

The testimony was punctuated 
by the chants of protesters out- 
side: “They knew it all, they said 
nothing” “guilty and responsi- 
ble” “charge them”. 

The trial comes four years after 
charges were first lodged by the 
families of 1,000 hemophiliacs 
infected the HTV virus by untre- 
ated blood. At least 256 have 
since died, about one a week. 

Mr. Gairetta, 48, former head 
of the National Centre for Blood 
■Transfusion, and Jean-Pierre 
Allain, 43, ex-head of research 
. and development of blood deriva- 
tives at the centre, are charged 
with “deception over basic qual- 
ities of a product.” 


Mr. Roux, 69, former head of 
the health division of the Justice 
Ministry, and Robert Netter, 65, 
former director of the National 
Health Laboratory, are charged 
with “non-assistance to a person 
in danger.” 

The families of the infected 
hemophiliacs consider the 
charges light. 

If convicted, Mr. Gairetta and 
Mr. Allain face four years in 
prison, while Mr. Roux and Mr. 
Netter face from three months to 
five years. 

The families say their relatives 
were infected between March and 
October 1985, when use of the 
suspect blood supply was 
stopped. 

A letter written by Mr. Garret- 
ta on June 25, 1985, has emerged 
as a key piece of evidence. It 
called for tbe “normal distribu- 
tion of nonheated products as long 
as they are iu stock.” 

That letter was written months 
after tbe United Sfates began 
beating blood to kill the virus, 
and after Mr. Gairetta himself 
opened negotiations with an Au- 
strian firm on buying treatment 
-equipment. 

The victims' families have sug- 
gested the government delays 
purchasing expensive U,S. tech- 
nology while waiting for the Pas- 
teur Institute to develop its own 
system. 

Tbe Transfusion Centre has 
sole control over the distribution 
of blood products in France. 

An investigation by Judge 
Sabine Fouion determined that 
the defendants knew the blood 
could be contaminated, but 
ignored warnings in internal re- 
ports in 1984. 


Japanese 
urged 
to get out 
and vote 

TOKYO (R) — Leading 
Japanese newspapers Saturday 
urged tbeir readers to vote in 
Sunday's upper house elections 
amid widespread fears that the 
turn-out rate could hit an all-time 
low. 

As Prime Minister Kilchi 
Miyazawa and opposition party 
leaders set oft on the last day of 
their 18-day campaigns, the 
Tokyo Sbimbun said making the 
effort to get out and vote was the 
only way to promote political 
reform. 

“We cannot request political 
reform if we go oft on trips or 
become lazy and fail to make use 
of this precious chance,” an 
editorial said. 

Sunday is the first day of the 
summer holidays for schools and 
universities when thousands of 
Japanese begja their annual holi- 
day exodus overseas. 

The newspaper said the open- 
ing of the Olympic Games in 
Barcelona, which will be tele- 
vised live in Japan . could also 
keep people away from the polls. 


De Klerk 
calls for 
urgent 
resumption 
of talks 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Pres- 
ident F.W. De Klerk said Satur- 
day South Africa urgently needed 
to elect a transitional government 
but stalled talks -on multi-racial 
rule would have to resume first. 

De Klerk said the government 
was ready to explore “possible 
initiatives” in discussions with 
other parties and take the “neces- 
sary steps” to resolve the impasse 
through negotiations. He did not 
elaborate. 

“The need to have an election 
for a transitional government of 
national unity and for the estab- 
lishment of a constitution-making 
body is becoming more urgent by 
the day. However, such a process 
can only follow on the resump- 
tion of negotiations,” he said in a 
statement. 

“The government is ready, 
able and willing to move forward 
immediately. Everyday lost 
through the breakdown iu nego- 
tiations therefore delays the pro- 
cess of moving forward to the 
goal of a fully democratic South 
Africa which all South Africans 
are yearning for,” he added. 

The statement followed a two- 
day cabinet meeting dedicated to 
the country’s worst political crisis 
since Mr. De Klerk began dis- 
mantling aparthied in February 
1990. 

Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANQ quit 
19-party negotiations on a multi- 
racial constitution after the 
Boipatong massacre last month in . 

which at least 43 blacks died. 

* 

Mr. Mandela accused the white 
government of clinging to power 
and condoning township violence 
which has killed 6,000 blacks over 
two years. 

Mr. De Klerk's offers for a 
face-to-face meeting have been 
rejected by the ANC, which is 
stepping up a mass action cam- 
paign to press for majority rule. 
A general strike is planned for 
Aug. 3 and 4. 

U.N. envoy Cyrus Vance has 
been visiting since Tuesday with a 
Security Council mandate to can- 
vass political leaders on how to 
break the deadlock. 

Anglican Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu warned Friday that a 
planned strike by the ANC could 
worsen the divisions in South 
Africa’s volatile political climate. 

Archbishop Tutu, who can the 
1984 Nobel Peace Prize for anti- 
aparthied efforts, also conde- 
mned continuing attacks on 
South African policemen. 


Rome sends army to fight 
the mafia in Sicily 


ROME (R) — Galvanised by the 
killing of a .top anti-mafia judge, 
the Italian government decided 
Saturday to send 7,000 troops to 
Sicily iu the biggest use of the 
armed forces against organised 
crime on the island in 40 years. 

Details of the, decision, 
announced by Interior Monster 
Nicola Mancino, were being 
worked out at a cabinet meeting. 

It was made a week after top 
anti-mafia Judge Paolo Borselli- 
no and his five escorts were killed 
by a massive car bomb in 
Palermo. 

“They (tbe troops) will backup- 
foe state police and the carabi- 
nieri,” Mr. Mancino told Italian 
Radio, adding that if they find 
mafiosi at large they will have the 
power to arrest them. 

It would be the largest deploy- 
ment of army troops to combat 
organised crime in Sicily since the 
late 1940s and early 1950s, when 
the army was used to hunt down 
bandits, including the legendary 
Salvatore Ghihano. 

More than 500 troops were sent 
to Palermo the day after the 
bombing to help transfer mafia 
bosses to jails outside Sicily. 

Even before the expected 
move was announced, it ran into 
criticism. 

Tommaso Buscetta, tbe most 
famous “repentent" mafioso, 
whose revelations to magistrates 
enabled police to jail hundreds of 
gangsters, said the army would be 
"useless.” 

In a television interview from 
the United States, where he is 
living under a witness protection 
programme, Mr. Buscetta said 
the state should deny civil rights 
for mafiosi. 

“They (civil guarantees) are 
valid for good citizens but not for 
hired killers like these. They have 


no right to guarantees,” said Mr. 
Buscetta, whose face was 
shielded from tbe camera. 

Mr. Buscetta noted that 
Giufiano was himself betrayed 
and tailed in his sleep by his 
cousin, Gaspare Pisdotta in 1950 
and not by troops hunting for 
hhn. 

Giuliano’s body was later laid 
out on a village pavement to 
make it appear he bad died in a 
shoot-out with police. Pisdotta 
died after be drank poisoned cof- 
fee in prison in 1954. 

The afternoon cabinet meet- 
ing was also discussing the possi- 
ble transfer of Palermo's civil 
governor, who is appointed by 
tile government. Palermo's police 
chief was sacked Wednesday. 

Mr. Mancino said the govern- 
ment was also reviewing the 
criteria for police escorts. They 
would be beefed up for officials in 
real danger but denied to otheis. 

More than 700 Italian officials 
have police escorts. 

Some police agents have said 
many of the escorts have become 
status symbols and that better use 
could be made of bodyguards. 

Mr. Mancino confirmed re- 
ports that threats had been made 
against Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro and other minis- 
ters. The threats were believed to 
have been made by the mafia. 

On Friday, hours after Judge 
Borsellino’s funeral, the govern- 
ment used a confidence vote to 
push a tough anti-mafia package 
through the Senate. 

• A new anti-mafia chief pro- 
secutor and other inves^’gators 
will have wider, streamlined pow- 
ers to fight gangsters, including 
the use of undercover “sting” 
operations, wiretaps and infiltra- 
tors. 


Indonesian plane crashes 
into mountain; 70 killed 

JAKARTA (R) — An airline 
crashed into a mountain in east- 
ern Indonesia and all 70 people 
on board were killed, an airline 
spokesman said Saturday. 

The spokesman fra- the private 
Indonesian airline Mandala told 
Reuters the bodies were being 
pulled out the wreckage of the 
plane on Lalaboy Mountain near 
Ambon town. 

He had earlier put the number 
of people -board the Vickers 
Viscount - aircraft at 71. 

“There are no survivors. All 70 
people on the plane including the 
crew are dead,” he said. 

"The plane is a total loss,” 

Winarto, an official of Mandala, 
told Renters. 

The Mandala Airways plane, 
carrying 64 passengers and seven 
crew members, struck Lalaboy 
Mountain on Friday as it pre- 


pared for tiie approach run to the 
airport on Ambon Island, Mr. 
Winarto added. 

A search and rescue official in 
Jakarta con finned the crash and 
said wreckage of tbe plane had 
been found about 10 kilometres 
west of the airport. 

He said the aircraft had 
crashed into trees. 

A second Mandala Airline offi- 
cial said the aircraft crashed in 
bad weather that had obscured 
visibility in the area. 

With anxious relatives c alling 
him on other telephones, another 
Mandala official said tire 70 peo- 
ple on board were all Indone- 
sians, travelling on a flight from 
Jakarta, with stopovers in Sura- 
baya and Ujung Pandang. 

Its last radio contact with 
Ambon Airport's control tower 
was at 0713 GMT, he said. 
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Senate committee approves $4.3b for SDI Moldova defends peace plan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate Armed Services Committee 
cut more than one billion U.S. dollars from the Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI) funding proposed by President George Bush. 
Meeting behind closed doors, the panel adopted an overall 
defence spending plan after wrangling over money for SDI and 
the B-2 Stealth bomber in tbe fiscal year beginning Oct. X. 
Spending for the Star Wars project was approved at $4.3 billion. 
“It was a very contentious debate in the committee,” said Sen. J. 
James Exon, D-Nebraska. Late Thursday, the panel had rejected 
Mr. Bush’s request to c mplete the B-2 bomber programme at 20 
planes, settling on 16 aircraft. 

Japanese satellite Is put in orbit 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (AP) — NASA launched a 
rocket Friday with a Japanese scientific satellite that will swing by 
the moon and be flung by lunar gravity nearly a million miles (1.6 
million kilometres) into space. The satellite's first encounter with 
the moon will come in early September. Until then, the craft will 
be in an elliptical Earth orbit. Scientists will use the satellite to 
explore the tail of the magnetosphere, a comet-shaped region 
surrounding Earth and containing the radiation belts. The region 
extends nearly 3 million miles (4.8 million kilometres) from 
Earth. The satellite will venture only as far as 871,000 miles (1.3 
million kilometres). 

N. Koreans end visit to South 

SEOUL (R) — North Itorean Premier Kim Dal-Hyon left South 
Korea for home Saturday after a week-long visit which brightened 
prospects of economic cooperation but did little to remove key 
political obstacles. His lack of political progress was hi ghlig hted at 
the border village of Panmunjom, where officials f rom both sides 
reported the likely postponement of a proposed reunion next 
month of war-split famines. A Southern spokesman said cross- 
border visits by about 200 people, originally due for late August, 
were now likely to be postponed until September or October. 
“The two sides meet again on Aug. 7. But it is unlikely the family 
reunion win take place as scheduled even ft the two sides reach a 
breakthrough then,” he said. 

‘Spymaster covered up Iran-Contra affair’ 

WASHINGTON ( AP) — Top CIA official Clair George covered 
up his extensive knowledge of the Iran-contra affair, a prosecutor 
told jorors as his criminal trial opened Friday. But Mr. George’s 
defence lawyer argued it was the chief prosecution witness who 
“wove the web of deception." Defence lawyer Richard Hi bey 
contended prosecution witness Alan Fiers — not Mr. George — 
orchestrated a cover-up of the CIA’s knowledge of a secret White 
House-run supply network for the Nicaraguan contras. Prosecu- 
tor Craig Gillen told the seven-woman, five-man jury that Mr. 
George was inundated with information about th* supply network 
nm by White House aide Oliver North. But when called before a 
congressional committee after a supply plane was shot down on 
Oct. 5, 1986, Mr. George said he did not know who was involved 
in the operation. The cover-up was undertaken, Mr. Gillen said, 
to safeguard a S10Q million appropriation for the contras which 
was making its way through Congress at that time. 


KISHINEV, Moldova (AP) — President Mhroea Snegur Friday 
called on citizens to support a peace plan with Slavic separatists in 
the breakaway Trans-Dniester region reached earlier in the week. 
Mr.' Snegur made his appeal in a radio address after officials 
reported that three more people were killed and 13 wounded in 
clashes between loyalist and separatist forces overnight. Moldo- 
van, Russian and Trans-Dniester officials were scheduled to meet 
in Kishinev for talks on deploying some 4,000 peacekeepers, most 
of them Russians, in a buffer zone along the Dniester River. The 
peace accord, signed Tuesday by Snegur and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin in Moscow, grants Trans-Dniester a separate status 
within Moldova and the possibility of seceding if Moldova 
“changes its status" — a reference to possible unification with 
Romania, which the separatists fear. 

Poland approves limits on abortion 

WARSAW (AP) — Parliament gave initial approval Friday to 
legislation outlawing abortion and setting jafl terms of up to two 
years for doctors who perform the procedure. The vote 212-106 
for the ban was mainly a procedural victory for abortion foes. The 
draft legislation was sent to' an extraordinary committee for 
further review, but a bill setting less stringent limitations was 
defeated, as was a call for a national referendum on the divisive 
issue. To become law, the abortion ban woold have to win 
approval in the lower bouse of parliament, be passed by the upper 
house and then be signed by President Lech Walesa. Surveys have 
shown most Poles oppose prohibiting abortion, available virtually 
on demand since 1956. However, the ban has powerful backing 
from the Roman Catholic Church, which has pushed to outlaw 
abortion since the Comnnudsts were toppled in 1989. 

Fujimori cracks down oh rebel violence 

LIMA (R) — Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori announced 
tough measures to halt a wave of guerrilla violence which has 
killed 39 people in Lima in the past week. “Terrorist acts which 
cause loss of human life will be considered treason,” Mr. Fujimori 
said in a television address to the nation. Anyone caught 
committing such acts would be summarily tried by a military 
tribunal, be said. Security forces had already begun carrying out a 
sweep through areas where Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) 
guerrillas were known to be active, Mr. Fujimori said, speaking in 
front of a flag and map of the country. Fujimori also announced 
tight controls on chemicals used by the Maoist guerrillas in 
making car bombs.- 

French actress, Arletty, dies at 94 

PARIS (AP) — Arletty, the dark-haired beauty who began as a 
factory worker and became a legend of French cinema, died at her 
Paris home, friends reported. She was 94. The cause of death was 
not announced. From tbe moment she stood on tbe bridge over 
the Canal St. Martin in the 1938 Marcel Came classic Hotel Du 
Nord, Arletty entered film history and the hearts of movie lovers 
■around the world. Her testy reply to her violent, wayward lover 
— “Atmosphere, atmosphere ... ” — became one of the most 
memorable moments of French film. She instantly became a 
favourite of some of France's leading directors, including Carne 
and Jacques Prevert. 
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Assault charges 
dropped against 
ballet chief 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, New 
York (R) — Officials have drop- 
ped assault charges against Peter 
Martins, the Danish ballet star 
and head of the New York Ciry 
Baiiet, at the request of his bal- 
lerina wife Darri Kistler, who 
alleged that he had hit her. Police 
arrested Mr. Martins, 45. in the 
couple's rented bouse in Saratoga 
Springs, the ballet company's 
summer borne, after they were 
called by Ms. Kistley, 28, one of 
tbe company's principal dancers, 
authorities said. Mr. Martins was 
charged with assault and was re- 
leased without bail after spending 
five hours in jail, authorities said. 
Mr. Martins, who eloped with 
Ms. Kistler seven months ago, 
joined tbe New York City Ballet 
22 years ago and in 1983 suc- 
ceeded founder George Balan- 
chine as the company's master. 
Kistler, who has been with the 
company for 10 years and has 
been a featured dancer in several 
of Mr. Martins’s productions, in- 
cluding Sleeping Beauty. She 
appeared in Saratoga Springs 
Gty Court before Judge Lawr- 
ence La be lie and requested that 
the charge, which had been 
brought by the Saratoga Police 
Department, based on her com- 
plaint, be withdrawn, officials 
said. “Sbe just indicated that she 
■ wanted to resolve the matter pri- 
vately,” said assistant district 
attorney Jerry Scarano Jr. 

Thieves steal royal 
box tickets for 
Jackson concerts 

LONDON (AP) — Thieves stole 
tickets for the prestigious royal 
box at Michael Jackson's five 
sellout London concerts, promo- 
ter Barry Claymore said. He said 
100 tickets for each of the five 
shows, priced at £22.50 ($42.75). 
were taken sometime from his 
London office. The concerts at 
Wembley Stadium, which bolds 
73.000 people, start July 30. 
Prince Charles will be attending 
the concert on July 31 but Mr. 
Gaymore said there is no chance 
anyone with a stolen ticket will be 
ible to join him in the royal box. 

Thieves steal 
priceless artefacts 
from museum 

ODENSE, Denmark (R) — 
Thieves broke into the Hans 
Christian Andersen Museum and 
stole artefacts and manuscripts by 
the 19th century Danish author 
worth $700,000. A museum 
spokesman said the stolen items 
included priceless original manu- 
scripts of Andersen's fairy tales 
including The Little Mermaid 
and The Emperor's New Qotbes. 
The thieves also took albums of 
Andersen drawings, a pressed 
will flower from the author's visit 
to Italy in the 1830s and other 
memorabilia. 

Russian pensioners 
get money but 
can’t spend it 

MOSCOW (R) — The good news 
for elderly residents in the Rus- 
sian city of Samara, bit by a ^ 
severe cash crisis, it that they 
received their pensions this 
month. The bad news is that they 
can’t spend them. ITAR-TASS 
News Agency said that pensions 
were being paid with single 5,000- 
rouble notes, with as many as 
three people being forced to 
share one note. But many shop 
assistants are refusing to accept 
the notes, saying they have no 
change. “There are noo many of- 
you and too little cash,” the 
agency quoted assistants as telling 
hapless pensioners. The 5,000- 
rouble note — worth about $35 at 
current market rates — was intro- 
duced this month to help solve 
liquidity problems sparked by 
massive prive rises since January. 

Australian ’surfie’ 
image suffers dent 

BARCELONA (R) — Austra- 
lia's fond image as a nation of 
beach-loving surfers has suffered 
a dent in Barcelona where its 
athletes have been barred from 
bathing in the sea next to the 
Olympic Village. The team’s 
medical staff issued a directive 
wanting that “the water -is consh 
aered unsafe for swimming” and 
advised competitors to stick to 
dry-land activities. “One of the 
Canadian girls saw a refrigerator 
float past, and someone else spot- 
ted a table go by," said Austra- 
lian team spokesman Jim Webs- 
ter. “There are also a few things 
iu there that have come straight 
out of the sewers. “Our athletes 
are going to the beach to play 
volleyball instead, visiting bowl" 
ing alleys or just sitting around 
fading. ... Everything except 
going for a swim.” 



